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The Speaker having. a His INES 8 
Mess AR, vig. 


GEORGE REX. 
His Majeſty is perſuaded FR the anremitting ate 
« with which our enemies perſevere in their avowed 
« deſign of effefting the Separation of Ireland from this 
Kingdom, cannot fail to engage the particular attention 
e of Parliament; and His Majeſty recommends it to this 
« Houſe to confider of the moſt effectual means of counter- 


acting and finally defeating this deſign; and he truſts 


* that a review of all the circumſtances which have 
« recently occurred (joined to the ſentiment of mutual 
e affection and common intereſt), will diſpoſe the Parlia- 


ment of both Kingdoms to provide, in the manner 
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„ which they ſhall judge moſ expedient, for ſettling ſuch _ 


d complete and final adjuſtment as may beſt tend to im- 


«« prove and perpetuate a Connection eſſential for their 
« common ſecurity, and to augment and conſolidate the 
Strength, Power, and e of the Britiſh Empire - 
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Mr. PitT roſe, and ſpoke as follows: 


| \ \ HEN I n to the Houſe, the laſt time 
this ſubject was before them, to fix this day for the 


further conſideration of His Majeſty's Meſſage, I 
certainly indulged the hope that the reſult of a ſimilar 
communication to the Parliament of Ireland would 
have opened a more favourable Proſpect, than at 
preſent exiſts, of the ſpeedy accompliſnment of a 
meaſure which I then ſtated, and which I ſtill con- 


: ſider, to be of the greateſt importance to the power, 


the ſtability, and the general welfare of che Empire; 


to the immediate intereſts of both Kingdoms; and 


more particularly to the peace, the tranquillity, 


and the ſafety of Ireland: in this hope, I am ſorry 
to ſay, I have for the preſent been diſappointed, by 


the esse of the Iriſh baue of amm, of 
| | on is BIGN 


f 56-4 
which we have been informed fince this is fubjedt 
was laſt under conſideration. eee an 

I feel and know that the Parliament of Ireland 
poſſeſſes the power, the intire competence, on the 
behalf of that country, alike to accept or reject 
a propoſition of this nature—a power which I am 
by no means inclined to diſpute; I ſee that at 
the preſent moment one Houſe of Parliament 
in Ireland has expreſſed a repugnance, even to 
the conſideration. of this' meaſure. Feeling, Sir, 

as I have already ſtated, that it is impor- 
tant, not only as it tends to the general pro- 
ſperity of the Empire of Great Britain, but (what, 
under every ſituation, muſt always be to me an 
object of the greateſt moment) feeling that it was 
deſigned and calculated to increaſe the proſperity | ; 
and enſure the ſifery of Ireland, I muſt have ſcen 1 
wich the deepeſt” regrer that, at the very firſt TY 
moment, and before the nature of the meaſure - _ 9 
could be known, it was ſo received. 


But whatever may have been my feelings upon 
this ſubject, knowing that it is the undoubted 
. : B 2 right 
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right of the Legiſlature of Ircland.to reject or to 
adopt ſuch meaſures as may appear to them in- 
jurious or beneficial, far be it from me to ſpeak 
ol its determination in any other terms but thoſe 
of reſpect. Let it not, therefore, be imagined 
that I am inclined to preſs any ſentiment, how- 
ever calculated it may appear to me to benefit 
every member of the Empire, in any manner 
which may lead to hoſtile diſcuſſion between two 
Kingdoms, . whoſe mutual happineſs and ſaſety 
depend upon their being ſtrictiy and cordially,” 
united. But while I admit and reſpect the r ights. 
af the Parliament of Ireland, I feel that, as a 
Member of the Parliament of Great Britain, I 
alſo have a Right to exerciſe, and a Duty to per- 
ſorm. That Duty is to expreſs, as diſtinctly as I 
can, the general nature and outline of the Plan, 
which, in my conſcience, I think would tend in 
the ſtrongeſt manner to enſure the ſafety and 
the enen hy boch r r 
While I feel 3 that as 1 as (0s, | 
Houſe of Commons of Ireland, view the ſabje& 
in the light they do at preſent, there is no chance 


li 3 


of its adoption, I do not-. think that I gught on 


that account to abſtain from ſubmitting it do the 


conſideration of this ie on 5 woher, | 
Aiſtingly.. the rente e of the Meaſure, and 


to ſtate the grounds upon which it appears 
to me to be entitled to the approbation of che 
ee 


* 


1 p arliament, hep 1 is in poſſeſſion of the 


baſis upon which this Plan is ſounded, and of its 


general outline, ſhould be of opinion with we, 


Prin ciples, calculated to produce mutual advan- 


tages to the two Kingdoms — if Parliament, I ſay, 
upon full explanation, and after mature delibera- 
tion, ſhould be of that opinion, I ſhould propoſe 


that its determination ſhould remain recorded as 
that by which the Parliament of Great Britain 
is ready to abide, leaving to the Legiſlature of 
Ireland i to reject or to adopt it hereafter, wy a 


full eee, of the ae, 


There is no man wh will a 1 in a | Seest 


auen o of this nature, involving in it objects 
which, 
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which, in che firſt inſtance, are more likely to be 
decided upon by paſſion than by judgment; in a 
queſtion in which an honeſt but, I muſt be allowed 
to ſay, a miſtaken ſenſe of National pride is ſo 
likely to operate, that much miſconſtruction and 
miſconception muſt inevitably happen. It therefore 
becomes the more neceſſary that the intentions 
of the Government which propoſes the Meaſure, 
and the principles of the Meaſure itſelf, ſhould be 
diſtinctly underſtood. But, Sir, in ſtating that 
intention and thoſe. principles, I look to ſomething 
more than a mere vindication of Government for 
having propoſed the Meaſure. I do entertain a 
confidence, even under the apparent diſcourage- 
ment of the opinion expreſſed by the Triſh Houſe 
of Commons, that this Meaſure is founded 
upon ſuch clear, ſuch demonſtrable grounds of 
uiility, is ſo calculated to add to the ſtrength 
and power of the Empire, (in which the ſafety 


of Ireland is included, and from which it never 


can be ſeparated) and is attended with ſo many 

| advantages to Ireland in particular, that all that 
can be neceſſary for its ultimate adoption is, that ; 

it ſhould be ſtated diſtinctly, temperately, and 
5 55 ants that it " ſhould be left to the unpreju- 
diced, 


7 
diced, the diſpaſſioance, the ſober . of 
the. Parliament of Ireland. I wiſh! that thoſe 
| whoſe i intereſts are involved in this meaſure 
ould have time for its conſideration.—1 wiſh 
that time ſhould be given to. the Landed, to the 
Mercantile, and Manufacturing Intereſt, that they 
ſhould look at it in all its bearings, and that they 


ſhould coolly examine and ſift the popular argu- 


ments, by which it has been oppoſed, and that 


then they ſhould give their deliberate and final 


* 1 
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ps : 


515 am the more . 22 TIN of the 
ultimate ſucceſs of this meaſure, when I ſee, not- 
withſtanding all the prejudices which it has excit- 


ed, that barely more than one-half of the mem- 
bers that attended the Houſe of Commons were 


adverſe to it; and that 1 in the other Houſe of Par- 


liament in Ireland, containing, as it does, ſo large 
a portion of the property of that kingdom, it was 
approved of by a large majority. When 1 have 
reaſon to believe that the ſentiments of a large part 


of the People of that Country are. favourable to it ; 


and that much of the Manufacturing, and of the 
Commercial Intereſt of Ireland are already ſenſible 


how 


35 
—— 


411 


how much it is eileulated © promote theilt advan- 
tage, I think, when it is more deliberately exami- 
ned, and when it is ſeen in what temper it i is bere 
propoſed and diſcuſſed; that it will ſtill terminate 
in that which'can alone be eee ee t 


4 


as 0d be vain inked to is chat a propo- 
ſition upon which prejudices are o likely” to opc. 
rate, and which is ſo liable to miſconteption, 
mould be unanimouſly approved. But che appro- 
bation I hope for is, that of the Parliament of 
Ireland, and of the intelligent part of the Public 
of that Country. It is with a view to this object 
that I think it my duty to bring this meaſure for- 
ward at preſent; not for the fake of urging its 
immedlate adoption, but that it it may de known 
and recorded; that the intention of the Britiſh 
Parliament may be known, in the hope that it 
will produce fimilar ſentiments among our Coun- 
trymen in Ireland. With this view it is my fatch: 
tion not to go at preſent into any detailed flate- 
ment of the plan, becauſe ſhould it ultimately be . 
adopted, the minuter parts muſt neceſſarily be⸗ 
come the objects of much diſtinct diſcuſnon; but 
to give ſuch a general Ratement of the nature of 
9 5 5 „ 
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the meaſire' as will enable the Houſe bow form A. 
correct W upon it. | 4 


1 ſhall therefors; Sir, bulive I fit down, open 
to the Houſe a ſtring of Reſolutions, compriſing 
the general heads of this plan. It will be neceſ- 
fary for me, for the purpoſe of diſcuſſing thoſe 
Reſolutions with regularity” and convenience, to 
move that the Houſe ſhould reſolve itſelf into a 

Committee. And I have already ſtated, that it is 
not my intention then to preſs the Committee to 
come to an immediate deciſion upon the Reſolu- 
tions ; but if, upon full and deliberate examina- 


tion, the Reſolutions which I ſhall have the honour: 
to propoſe, and which contain as much as is ne- 


ceſſary for an outline of the plan, ſhall be approv- 
ed, my opinion is, that nothing can contribute 


more to obviate any doubts. and diſſatisfaction 


which may exiſt, than that Parliament ſhould 
adopt thoſe Reſolutions, and that it ſhould then 
humbly lay them at the foot of the Throne, leav- 
ing it to His Majzsty's wiſdom to communicate 
: them to the Parliament of Ireland, whenever 


circumſtances ſhould appear favourable to ſuch 


a Meaſure.” I ſhall therefore, Sir, proceed as 


We | . AR. NN 
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. 10 ] 
ſhortly as I can to ſtate to the Houſe the nature 
of the Reſolutions, and of the Addreſs which 
I ſhall propoſe. to accompany them, if it 
ſhould be the e of the Tone to. pant 
them. 


- Having now, Sir, explained to the Houfe the 
mode I mean to purſue, and my reaſons for per- 
fiſting, under the preſent circumſtances, in ſub- 
mitting this Meaſure. to the conſideration of Par- 

liament, I will endeavour to ſtate the general 
grounds on- which it reſts, the general arguments 
by which it is recommended, and to give a ſhort 
view of the outline of the Plan, IS te 


As to the general principle upon which the 
whole of this Meaſure is founded, I am happy to 
obſerve, from what paſſed upon a former occa- 
fion, that there is not a probability of any dif- 
ference of opinion. The general principle; to 
which both ſides of the Houſe perfectly acceded, 
is, that a perpetual Connection between Great 
Britain and Ireland is eſſential to the intereſts of 
boch. The only Honourable Gentleman who, 
ww! this HOYT was before the Houſe on a 

former 


[ur 1 


former day, oppoſed the conſideration of the Plan 
altogether, ſtated, in terms as ſtrong as I could ; 
wiſh, the neceſſity of preſerving the ſtricteſt 
Connection between the two Countries. I moſt 


_ cordially agree with him in that opinion, but I 

then ſtated, that I do not barely wiſh for the main- 
tenance of that Connection as tending to add 
to the general ſtrength of the Empire, but I wiſh 
for the maintenance of it with a peculiar regard 


to the local intereſts of Ireland, with a regard to 


every thing that can give to Ireland its due weight 
and importance, as a great member of the Em- 
pire. I wiſh for it with a view of giving to that 


Country the means of improving all its great 


natural Reſources, and of giving it a full par- 


ticipation of all thoſe bleſſings which this Comms 


try ſo eminently enjoys, 


Conſidering the ſubject in this point of view, 
and aſſuming it as a propoſition not to be con- 


troverted, that it is the duty of thoſe who wiſh. 
to promote the Intereſt and Proſperity of both 
Countries, to maintain the ſtrongeſt connection 
between them, let me aſk, what is the ſituation of 
Affairs that has called us to the diſcuſſion of this 
„n 
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ſubject? This very connection, the neceſlity of 
which has been admitted on all hands, has been 
attacked by Foreign Enemies, and by Domeſtic 
Traitors. The diſſolution of this connection 3 
the great object of the hoſtility of the. common 
a Enemies of both Countries, it is almoſt the only 
remaining hope with which. they now continue the 
conteſt. Baffled and defeated as they have 
hitherto been, they till retain the hope, they are 
ill meditating attempts, to diflolve that oonnec- 
tion. In how many inſtances already the defeat of 
their hoſtile deſigns has been turned to the confirm- 
ation of our Strength and Security, I need not enu- 
| merate, God grant that in this inſtance the ſame 
| favour of Divine Providence, which has in ſo | 
many inſtances protected this Empire, may again 
interpoſe in our favour, and that the attempts of 
the Enemy to ſeparate the two Countries, may 
tend ultimately to knit them more cloſely to- 
gether, to {ſtrengthen a Connection, the beſt 
pledge ſor the happineſs of both, and ſo add to 
that power which forms the chief barrier to the 
civilized world, againſt the deſtructive principles, 
the dangerous projects, and the unexampled uſur- 
pation of France. This Connection has been 
: attacked not oy by the avowed Enemies of both 
Countries, 


7 13 ] 
Countries, but-by internal Treaſon, acting in con- 
cert with the deſigns of the Enemy. Internal 
Treaſon, which ingrafted Jacobiniſm on thoſe 
diſeaſes which neceflarily grew out of the State 
and Condition of Ireland. | 


by Thinking, then, as we all muſt think, that a 


| cloſe Connection with Ireland is eſſential to the 

intereſts of both Countries, and ſeeing how much 
this Connection i is attacked, let it not be infiou- 
ated that it is unneceſſary, much leſs improper, 
at this arduous and important criſis, to ſee whe- 


ther ſome new arrangements, ſome fundamental | 


regulations, are not neceſſary, to guard againſt 
the threatened danger. The foreign and domeſtic 
| Enemies of theſe | Kingdoms have  ſhewn, that 
they think this the vulnerable point in which We 
may be moſt ſucceſsfully attacked; let us derive 


advantage, if we can, from the hoſtility of our 
Enemies — let us profit by the deſigns of thoſe 5 


who, if their conduct diſplays no true Wiſ- 
dom, at leaſt poſſeſs in an eminent degree that 
| ſpecies of wiſdom which is calculated for the pro- 

motion of miſchief, They know upon what foot- 


5 ing that Cannection reſts at thus moment between 
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14 1 
the two cuts, and they feel the moſt artlehe 
hope, that the two Parliaments will be infatuated 


enough not to render their deſigns abortive, by 
fixing that Sac upon a more ſolid baſis.” | 


* 


Theſe circumſtances I am ſure will not be 
denied, And if upon other grounds we had any 


doubt, theſe circumſtances alone ought to induce 


us, deliberately and diſpaſſionately, to review the 
ſituation of the two Countries, and to endeavour | 
to find out a proper remedy for an evil, the ex- 
iſtence of which is but too apparent. It requires 
but a moment's reflection, for any man who has 
marked the progreſs of events, to decide upon 


the true ſtate and character of this Connection. 


It is evidently one which dots not afford that ſe- 


curity which, even in times leſs dangerous and leſs 


critical than the preſent, would have been neceſ- 
fary, to enable the empire to avail elf of i its. 


| ſtrength and its DME AE 


When 1 laſt addreſſed the Houſe on this ſub- 
ject, 1 ſtated that the ſettlement, which was made 
in 1782, ſo far from deſerving the name of a 


| Final yr a was one that leſt the Con- 


11 „ nection 
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nection between Great Britain and Ireland expoſed 


do all the attacks of Party, and all the effects of 
accident. That Settlement conſiſted in the de- 


molition of the Syſtem which before held the two 
Countries together. Let me not be underſtood 
as expreſſing any regret at the termination of that 
Syſtem, I diſapproved of f it, becauſe I thought it 
was one unworthy the liberality of Great Britain, 
and injurious to the intereſts of Ireland. But to 
call that a Syſtem in itſelf—to call that a glorious 
fabric of human wiſdom—which is no more than the 
mere demolition of another Syſtem—is a perverſion 
of terms which, however prevalent of late, can 
only be the effect of groſs miſeonception, or of 


great hypocriſy. We boaſt that we have done 


every thing, when we have merely deſtroyed all 
that before exiſted, without ſubſtituting any thing 
in its place. Such was the Final Adjuſtment of 
1782; and J can prove it to be fo, not only from 
the plaineſt reaſoning, but I can prove it by the 
opinion expreſſed by the Britiſh Parliament at 


that very time, I can prove it by the opinion ; 


expreſſed by thoſe very Miniſters by whom it 


was. propoſed and conducted. I refer; for what 7 


I have faid, to e which they will find ir 
very 
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very diffculr to anſwer; I mean diet own acts, 


which will plainly ſhew that they were of opinion 
that a new Syſtem would be neceſſary. But, Sir, I 


will go farther—I will alfo produce the authority 


of one of thoſe whoſe influence, on the preſent oc- 
caſion, has been peculiarly exerted to prevent the | 
diſcuſſion of the queſtion in Ireland — of one, of 
whom I do not wiſh to ſpeak but with reſpect, 
but for whom, nevertheleſs, I ſhould convey an 


idea of more reſpect, than I can now feel to be 
due to him, if I were merely to deſcribe him as 


the perſon who fills the ſame ſituation, in the 


' Houſe of Commons of Ireland, which you, Sir, 
hold among us, and of which on all occaſions Jo't 
diſcharge the duties with a dignity and' impar · 


riality which reflects ſo much credit on yourſelf, 
and fo well ſupports the character and authority 


of the Houſe. 


on a former night, I read an Extract from 


the Journals, to ſhew what was the opinion even 
of thoſe by whom the Final Adjuſtment was pro- 
poſed on that Meaſure: It would there appear, 


that the Meſſage was ſent to the Parliament of 
Ireland, recommending. to them the adoption of 
| ſome - 


* 


7 ] | 
ſome Plan for a Final Adjuſtment between the 
two Countries, and wiſbing to know what were 
the grounds of the grievances of which. they com · 
plained. In anſwer to this Meſſage, the Parliament 
of Ireland ſtated certain grievances, the principal 
of which was, the power claimed by the Parliament 
of Great Britain of making Laws to bind Ire- 
land; but, with reſpect to that part of the Mef- 
ſage which related to the propriety of adopting 
ſome, Meaſures for a Final Adjuſtment between 
the two Countries, they were wholly ſilent. This 
Addreſs was laid before the ParliamentofGreat Bri- 
tain, to whom a ſimilar Meſſage had been previouſly 
Tent, and on that ground was moved the Repeal 
of what was called the Declaratory Act, which 
Motion was aſſented to by the Britiſh Parliament. 
This ſatisfaction was compleat to Ireland, as far as 
related to the grievance of which her Parliament 
had complained, viz. the Power of the Britiſh 
Parliament of making Laws for Ireland, becauſe, 
by the Repeal of the Declaratory Act, that power 
was given up. But ſo far was the Miniſter of 
that day from conſidering that the Repeal of that 
Law finally terminated all differences, and eſta- 
bliſhed the Connection between the two Caun- 
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. 
tries vpon a ſolid baſis, that he thought it neceſ- 
fary to move that's farther Settlement was indiſe 
_ Fm for the maintenance NE that Connection 


bl. 8 md 45 „mate eee eee 
of the Journals to which Mr. Parr alluded, might | be read. Y 


Me Prry nba“ eint I have ſtated the 
ſubſtance of the Journals correctly; they were 
read. on a former night, and the Honourable _ 
tleman may, if he chooſes, have them read again.“ 
If ke does he will find that they fully juſtify the 
ſtatement I have made, but I beg chat at preſent | 
I may not be interrupted. I do maintain, chat 
upon a reference to the Journals of the period to 
which I have alluded, it will appear that a farther 
agreement between Great Britain and Ireland' is 
there ſtated, in the opinion of the Adminiſtration 
of the day, to be abſolutely neceſſary. | 


| Lbeg farther to ſtate, that after the motion for the 
Bill of which ſo much has been ſaid, was paſſed; an 
d Addreſs to His MajESs HY was moved and carried, | 
praying him to take ſuch further meaſures as to 
him ſeemed proper, to ſtrengthen the Conneftion 
bow Ss ox Appendix. ws | 
| l 


[2 


between the two e His Melzer“ $ 


moſt Gracious Anſwer, ſtating, that in compli- 5 


ance with the Addreſs, he would immediately take 
ſuch meaſures as might | be neceſſary for that pur- 
poſe, was delivered to the Houſe by an Honour- 
able Gentleman who then filled the office of Se- 
cretary of State, and whom we haye not lately 
ſeen in the Houſe, though | he till e continues to be 
a Member of i it. | do alten, without the leaſt 
fear of contradiction from any Gentleman. what» 
erer, chat! it was in che contemplation of the Go- 
yernment of that day, to adopt ſome meaſures of 
the nature alluded to in the Addreſs; ſince that 
period, however, no ſuch meaſure has been taken. 
I do alſo. maintain, chat chat very ſyſtem which 
by theſe very Miniſters ho brought it forward 
was found to be imperſect, even for the purpoſe 
of maintaining che Connection between the two 
Countries, remains at this moment in the ſame 
imperfect ſtate. It leaves the two Countries with 


; ſeparate and independent Legiſlatures, connected 


only with this tie, that the Third Eſtate j in both 


Cauntries i is the ſame—that the Executive Go- 
vernment is the ſame—that the Crown exerciſes 
its power of aſſenting to Iriſh Acts of Parliament 
D 2 under 
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under the Great Seal of Great Britain, and by the 

advice of Briciſh Miniſters, 3 | 
Tin i is ; the only _ of 8 lick 

is left by the Final Adjuſtment of 1782. | Whether 

this i: is a ſufficient tie to unite them in time of 


We” whether i in time of War i ir is. ſufficient to 


conſolidate t their frrengrh againſt 3 a Common Ene- 
my z whether it is ſufficient to guard againſt thoſe - 

focal jealoulics which muſt neceſlarily ſometimes 
exiſt between countries 0 connected; Whether it 
is calculated to give to treland all the important 


commercial and political” advantages which the 
would derive from A cloſer Connection with Great 


Britain; whether it can give to both Nations 
chat degree of ftrengih and proſperity which muſt 
be the reſult of ſuch a Meaſure : as the preſent, 1 
belieye needs only' to be ſtated to be : decided. | 


"© - 49 a © 
4 


But 7 have already faid, that I have upon this 
point, the authority of an opinion to which 1 be- 

fore alluded—an opinion delivered upon a yery | 

important Meaſure, very ſoon after the Final Ad- 
: juſtment of 1782. The Meaſure to which I refer, | 


Was that of the Commercial Propoſitions, which 
| were. 


— 


1 1 


were brought ſorward in 1785. 'F am not now 


going to enter into a diſcuſſion of the merits. of 


that Meaſure.” The beſt, perhaps, that can be 


faid of it iS, that it went as far as circumſtances 
would then permit, to draw the two Countries to a 
cloſer Connection. But thoſe who think that the 


Adjuſtment of 1782 was final, and that it con- 
tained all that was neceſſary ſor the eſtabliſhment | 


of the Connection between the two Countries 


upon a firm baſis, can hardly contend that the 


Commercial Propoſitions of 178 5 were neceſſary 


to prevent the danger of ſeparation between the 
two Countries, and to prevent the conflicting 
operation of Independent Legiſlatures. Yer, if T 


am not miſtaken, there will be found, upon a re- 
ference to better Records than thoſe in which 


Parliamentary Debates are uſually ſtated (I mean 


a ſtatement of what paſſed in the diſcuſſion upon 


thoſe Propoſitions fourteen years ago, Rds as I 
have underſtood, by ſome of the principal parties 


_ themſelves) that the CyanceLLor of the Ex- 


CHEQUER of that day in Ireland, in a Debate upon 


the Iriſh Propoſitions, held this language—** If 


« this infatuated Country gives up the preſent of- 


« fer, ſhe may look for it again in vain. Here the 
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| Right, Honourable, Gentleman was happily miſ- 


taken; Ireland has again had the offer of the 
ſame advantages, but more compleat, and in al 
teſpects better calculated to attain their object; 
and this offer the Right Honourable Gentleman 
has exerted all his influence to reject, But he 


goes on to ſay — © THINGS CANNOT REMAIN AS 


„ THEY ARE — Commercial. jealouſy is rouſed— 


21 lit will increaſe with ue independent Legifatures 
« and without an united mtereſt in commerce, 
<« in à commercial Empire, political Union will 


receive many ' ſhocks, and ſeparation. of intereſt 


« muſt threaten fepara/ion of 'Comeion, Which 
xe every bonef NE muſt Rr look at, 
« ag "nw event. II 
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1 0 ; F n * 1 h 4 * 
: . 1 13 * 3 2 


8 "nina, will live the goodneſs to obſerve, 
that I am not now quoting theſe expreſſions as 


11 


pledges given by that Right Honourable Gentle- 


man that he would ſupport a propoſal for a Union 
between the two Countries, but I am adducing 
them ro prove that the ſituation of the two Coun- 
tries after the Final Adjuſtment of 1792, was 
fuch, in his opinion, as ted to the danger of a ſe- 
Fin between them. I am not now w arguing 
that 


. 
chat a Legiſlative Union is the only meaſure which 


aan poſſibly be adopted, but I am contending that 


the Adjuſtment of 1782 was never conſidered as 
final, by thoſe who now ſtate it to be ſo as an ar- 
gument againſt the conſideration of the preſent 
meaſure." How the Honourable Gentleman on the 
other ſide of the Houſe will evade this autho- 
tity I do not know; — an authority too, which, 
I muſt obſerve, he ſeems much more inclined to 
treat with reſpect than he was formerly. 


But, Sir, it does not ſtop there. What is the 
evil to which he alludes? Commercial jealouſies 


between two Countries acting upon the laws . 
of two independent Legiſlatures, and the dan- 


ger of thoſe Legiſlatures acting in oppoſition ro 
| each other, —How can this eyil be remedied ? By 


two means only; either by ſome Compact entered 


into by the Legiſlatures of the two Countries 
reſpecking che mode of forming their commercial 
regulations, or elſe by blending the two Legiila- 
-tures together; theſe ate the only two means. 
I defy the wit of man to point out a third. The 
mode of compact was propoſed in 1785, but un- 
fortunately, in ſpire of that Right Honourable 


Gentleman' $ 
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3 
Gentle man's eloquence and authority, who then 
ſtated the importance of guarding againſt the evil, 
it ſo happened that doctrines, derived chiefly 
from this ſide of the water, ſucceeded in convin- 
cing the Parliament of Ireland, that it would be 
inconſiſtent with their independence, to enter into 
any compact whatever. We have then the autho- 
rity of that Right Honourable Gentleman to whom 
TI have ſo often alluded, that the unſettled ſtate 
in which the matter was left, would give Poli- 
tical Union many ſhocks, and lead to a ſepara- 
tion of Connection.“ The experiment of a mu- 
tal Compact has been tried without ſucceſs ; the 
arrangement of that fort, which was propoſed in 
1785, in order to obviate the inconveniences 
ſtated by the Right Honourable Gentleman, was 
then attacked. with ,the ſame ſucceſs againſt his 
authority, as another and more e ffectual remedy 
bas recently experienced under his auſpices. The 
reſult then is—you muſt remain in the ſtate which 
that Right Honourable Gentleman has deſcribed, 
with the ſeeds of ſeparation in the ſyſtem ! now. eſ- 
tabliſhed, and with the Connection, on which the 
mutual proſperity of both countries depends i in 
* of beine hourly diſſolved, or you muſt again 
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rejected in 1785, or you, muſt reſort to the beſt 
and moſt CT . A nn 
Uy1ow,/. | | 
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I have dwelt longer, perhaps, upon this part of 
the ſubject than was abſolutely neceſſary, becauſe 
1 believe there is ſcarcely any man who has ever 
aſked himſelf, whether there is à ſolid, petma- 
nent ſyſtem of Connection between the two Coun- 
tries, who could, upon reflection, anſwer the 
queſtion in the affirmative, - But beſides the au · 
thorities of the perſons who made the arrange - 
ment in 1782, and of thoſe who have ſince treated 
of it, to ſhew that i it was nat deemed to be final 
and complete; ; I have further the teſt of experi- 
ence to ſhew- how imperfect it was, and how in · 
adequate in practice to the great object of ce- 
menting the Connection, and placing it beyond 
the danger of being diſſolyed. In the ſingle in- 
ſtance, which has occurred, (and that a melancholy 
one which all of us deplored, ) in which we eguld 
fee} the effects of two jarring Legiſlatures, We 
did feel it. On that occaſion, it might have 
produced the molt ſignal calamities, had we not 
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been reſeued from its danger by an event, to which 
no man can now lock back without feeling the utz 
Mot zöy unk exuftaklen h fechthgs, Which ſubſe 
quent circumſtances have ſerved to heighten and 
confirm. Every Gentleman will know, that 1 
muſt allude to the Regency. With two indepen- 


it was accident alone that preſerved the identity of 
the Executive Power, Which is the bond and ſe⸗ 
curity of the Connection: And even then the 


Executive authority, though veſted in one per- 


on, would have been held by two different 


tenures, by one tenute in England, by another 


in Ireland, had not the interpoſition of Provi- 
dence prevented a circumſtance pregnant with 
the mot imminent perils, and which mighr 
have ene to a a ſeparation of the two _ 


doms. DD : a | 1 N 


”_ * 


"After ſeeing the recorded opinion of Parliament, 
of thoſe wh made the arrangement of 1782, and 
after the decided teſtimony of experience on the 
ſubject, within the ſhort period of fixteen years, 
pethaps, it is hardly woo fo appeal to farther 
8 r proos 


t 1 

ptooſs of its inadequacy, or to deſire Gentlemen to 
look forward to poſſible caſes, which I could eaily. 
put, and which will naturally ſuggeſt themſelvts to 
che minds of all who chuſe to turn their attention 
| to the ſubject, | | 

But ben » we conſider the TY po vers 55 
ſeſſed by the two Legiſlatures on all the great 
queſtions of Peace and War, of alliances and con- 
federacies,—(for they each have in principle, a 
right to diſcuſs them and decide upon them, 


though one of them has hitherto been wiſcly re- 


ſtrained by diſcretion, from the exerciſ: of that 
right), —have we not ſeen circumſtances to induce 
us to think it poſſible, at leaſt, that on ſome or 


theſe important queſtions the opinions and deci- | 


bons of che two Parliaments might have been at 


| variance ? Are we talking of an indiſſoluble Con- ; 


nection, when we ſee it thus perpetually | liable 
| to be endangered ? Can we really think chat 


the. intereſts, of the Umpire, or of its different 
branches reſt upon a ſafe and ſolid baſis at pre- 


ſent? I am anxious to diſcuſs this point cloſely 


vith any man, either here, or in Ireland. Will 
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it be ſaid, that the Parliament of the latter Coun · 
try Is bound by our deciſion on the queſtion of 
Peace or War? And if not ſo boiind, will any 
man, looking at human Nature as it is, contend, 
that there is a ſufficient certainty that the deci- 
ſion on that important ſubject will always be the 
ſame in both countries? 1 ſhould be glad to re- 
eeive a diſlinct anſwer to this queſtion, from the 
Hotiourable Gentleman who has declared himſelf 
to be as warm a friend to the Connection between 
the t two Countries as Iam. | 


Ses Bs ande ha the preſent var, | 
which the Parliament of Great Britain conſiders | 
to be juſt and neceſſary, had been voted by the 
Iriſh Parliament, to be unjuſt, unneceſſary, ex- 

travagant, and hoſtile to the principles of huma- 
nity and freedom. Would that Parliament have 
been bound by this Country? If not; hat ſecu- 
rity have we, at a moment the moſt important to 
our common intereſt and common ſalvation, that 
the two Kingdoms ſhould have but one friend and 
one foe? I repeat it I am eager to hear what can 
be ſaid in Jed of a baſis ſo imperfe& and un- 


ſound, 


6 29 1 


found, and liable to be ſhaken by ſo many acci- 
dents. I have already obſerved, that in the pe- 
Culiar circumſtances of the preſent moment, we 


may find ſtronger reaſons to prove the neceſſity of 
c.orrecting the ſyſtem of Connection between this 
Country and Ireland, of ſupplying its imperfec- 
tions, and ſtrengthening i its weakneſs, ons are to 
* found at any ne lrg 


Having tid Nate, Sir, and I think ſufficiently 


4 proved, that the Settlement of 1782, in every 
point of view in which it can be conſidered, is 
 imperfe&, and inadequate to the object of main- 
taining the connection between the two kingdoms, 
I proceed next to the circumſtances which peculi- 
> arly call upon us at the preſent moment to n, 
| that Aut cum | 


* 


This cane l is at this time engaged in the 


moſt important, and momentous conflict, that ever 
occurred in the Hiſtory of the World; a conflict 
in which Great Britain is diſtinguiſhed for having 
made the only manly and ſucceſsful ſtand againſt 


| the common enemies of civilized fociety. We 


fee the point in which that Enemy think us the 
moſt 
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moſt aſſailable—Are we not then bound in policy 
and prudence, to ſtrengthen that yulnerable point, 
involved as ye are ip a conteſt of Liberty againſt 
Deſpotiſm—of Property againſt Plunder and Ra- 
pine—of Religion and. Order againſt Impiety and 
Anarchy? There was a time when this would 
| have been termed declamation ; but, unfortunately, 
long and bitter experience has taught us to feel that 
it is only the feeble and imperfect repreſentation 
of thoſe calamities (the n of French pr 
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8 the wands of ee world, 
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' rance. «af a ae e Ty at ry FY 3 may 
augment the ſtrength of the Empire, and thereby 
_ enſure its ſafety ? Would not that benefit. to 
Ireland be of itſelf ſo ſolid, ſo ineltiaable, that, 
in compariſon with it, all Commercial Intereſts, 
and the preſervation of local habit and mannera 
would be trifling, even if they were endangered. 
by the preſent meaſure ;—which they undoubtedly 
are not? The people of Ireland are proud, I be- 
lieve, of being aſſociated with us in the great 
conteſt i in which we are engaged, a muſt fee! 
| the 


1 
the advantage of augmenting the general force of 
the Empire. That the Prefent meaſute is calcu- 


lated bo ptoduce that effect, is a propoſition which 
I thin cannot be diſpiited, There is not in any 
Coutt of Europe a Stateſman fo ill informed as 


not to know, that the general power of the Em- 


pire would be increaſed to a very great extent 
indeed, by ſuch a conſolidation of tlie ſtrength . 


of the des Kingdoms. In the courſe of che Cen- 


| tity every writer of any inſormation on the ſub- 


jekt has held the ſame language, and in the ge- 
neral ſtrength of the Benin both Kingdoms are 
more concerned than in any particular intereſts 
which may belong to either. If we were to aſl 
che Minlſters of our Allies, what meaſure they 
thought the moſt likely to augment the power 
of the Britiſh Empire, and conſequently increaſe 


that ſtrength by which they were now protected ; 


if we were to aſk the Agent of our Enemies, 


v hat meaſure would be the moſt likely to render 


their deſigns abortive — the anſwer would be the 
fame in both cafes, viz, the firm conſolidation 
of every pee of rhe Empire. N 
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There i is ; another conſideration well th atten= 
tion. Recollect what are the peeuliar means by 


which we have been enabled to reſiſt the unequalled 
and eccentric efforts of France, without any dimi- 


nution, nay, with an increaſe, of our general prof- 
perity — What, but the great Commercial Re- 


ſources which we . poſſeſs ? A Meaſure, , then, | 


which muſt communicate to ſuch a mighty Limb 
of the. Empire as Ireland, all the Commercial 


| advantages. which Great Britain poſſeſſes, which 


will open the markets of the one Country to the 


other, which. will give them both the common 


vſe ot their Capital, muſt, by diffuſing a large 
portion of wealth into Ireland, conſiderably. in- 


creaſe the Reſources, and conſequently the 


ſtrength, of the whole Ecnpire. 


© Rix | it is not. merely i in - his general view, that 
I think the Queſtion ought. to be conſidered.— 


| We ought to look to it with a view peculiarly 


to the permanent intereſt and ſecurity of Ireland. 
When that Country was threatened with the dou- 
ble danger of hoſtile attacks by Enemies without, 


and of Treaſon within, from what quarter did ſhe 


a, * 
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derive the means of her deliverance ? — from the 


Naval Force of Great Britain — from the volun+ 


tary exertions of her Military of every deſcription, 
not called for by Law — and from her pecuniary 


reſources, added to the loyalty and energy of the 
Inhabitants of Ireland itſelf ; — of which it is im+ 


poſlible to ſpeak with too much praiſe, and which 


ſhews how well they deſerve to be called the 
Brethren of Britons. Their own courage might, 
perhaps, have ultimately ſucceeded, in repelling 
the dangers by which they were threatened, but 
it would haye been after a long conteſt, and after 
having waded through ſeas of blood. Are we 
ſure that the ſame ready and effectual aſſiſtance 
which we have happily afforded, on the. preſent 
occaſion, will be always equally within our power? 
Great Britain has always felt a common intereſt 
in the ſafety of Ireland; but that common intereſt 


was never ſo obvious and urgent as when che | 
Common Enemy made her attack upon Great 
Britain, through the medium of Ireland, and when 


their attack upon Ireland went to deprive her of her 
Connection with Great Britain, and to ſubſtitute 


in ſtead, the new Government of the French Re- 


public. When that danger threatened Ireland, 
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the pita Great Britain was open for the wants 
of Ireland, as for the neceſſities of England. 

PR n a o nin Nu 
I do not, Sir, ſtate” theſe circumſtances, as up- 
braiding Ireland for the benefits 'we have confer- 
red; far from it; but I ſtate them with pleaſure, 


as ſhewing the friendſhip and good will with 
which" this Country has acted towards her. But 


if ſtruggles of this ſort may and muſt return 
again, if the worſt dangers are thoſe which are yet 
to come, dangers which may be greater from being 
more diſguiſed—if thoſe ſituations may ariſe when 
the ſame means of relief are not in our power, 
what is the remedy that reaſon and policy point 


out? lt is to identify them with us—it is to make 


them part of the ſame Community, by giving 
them a full ſhare of thoſe accumulated bleſſings 
which are diffuſed throughout Great Britain; it is, 


the Wealth, the Power, and the Stability, of the 
Britiſh Empire. If then this Meaſure. comes re- 


commended not only by the obvious defects of 


the ſyſtem which now exiſts, but that it has alſo 
the pre- eminent recommendation of increaſing the 


general Po of the ET and 'of guarding 
againſt 


1 

; againſt future danger from the Common Enemy, 
we are next to conſider it as to its effects * the 
| — te of Ireland. fur B d 


da peifety well that as eee 
ſeparated from Great Britain, any attempt on 
our part to provide meaſures which we might 
think ſalutary, as reſpecting queſtions of con- 
tending ſects or parties, of the claimed rights of 
the Catholics, or of the precautions neceſſary for 
the ſecurity of the Proteſtants—I know that all 
theſe, thougli they may have been brought for- 
ward by the very perſons who are the advocates 
of the Final Adjuſtment in 1782, were, in fact, 
attacks upon the Independence of the Iriſh Parlia- 
ment, and attempts to uſurp the Right of deci- 
ding on points which can only be brought within 
our province by Compact. Until the Kingdoms 
are united, any attempt to make regulations here 
for the internal ſtate of Ireland muſt certainly 
be a violation of her Independence. But feel- 
ing as I do, for their intereſts and their welfare, 
I cannot. be inattentive to the events that are 
paſſing before me; I muſt therefore repeat, that 
whoever looks at the circumftances to which I 
have alluded hoc ver conſiders that the Enemy 

. have 


3 * n , r YE 
Ne SIE 258, * K * * " Fo ** r 7 bo "a SY 1 „ = 7s 5 = SEED Men ar Fx i = 
WY + "ISS x er It TSENG ORE ARIEL 5 re 
—— * * — 1 — the Se = » . 
— — - — 4 — — 1 — — — Aa. of PITS! — R — 


— 


. => 
. Vn 


EE EDT PTY 
wr _ 1 Ly * * * wv 2 9 
— Iz 


EE 
* 2 7 — er 


C 


er 


F 


R 2 
_ - - 24 


e 


— — 3 I 1 * — *- 
Re „h;. 3 


Pr - 


. COP In 
reel ee -” 


—— — 1 
N r 
F a 
25 a, 4 ELON * 
r 21 . 


Ee A Es 
y —— 
* 5 * LI 
— we 
1 wks 


1 6 1 


have ſhewn by their conduct, that they eonſidered 
Ireland as the weakeſt and moſt vulnerable part 
of the Empire; whoever reflects upon thoſe dread- 
ful and inexcuſable cruelties inſtigated by the Ene- 
mies of both Countries, and upon thoſe lament- 
able ſeverities by which the exertions for the de- 


fenſe of Ireland were unhappily, but unavoidably, 


attended, and the neceſſity. of which is itſelf one 
great aggravation of the Crimes and Treaſons 
which led to them, mult feel that, as it now ſtands 
compoſed, in the hoſtile diviſion of its Sects, in 
the animoſt es exiſting between ancient Settlers 
and original Inhabitants, in the ignorance and want 
of Civilization, which marks that Country more 
than almoſt any other Country in Europe, in the 
unfortunate prevalence of Jacobin Principles, 
ariſing from theſe cauſes, and augmenting their 
malignity, and which have produced that diſtreſſed 
ſtate which we now deplore; every one, I ſays 


who reflects upon all theſe circumſtances, maſt 


agree with me in thinking, that there is no cure 
but in the formation of a General Imperial Legiſ- | 
jature, free alike” from terror and from reſent - 


uninfluenced by the prejudices and enen 
dhe paſſons of that diſtracted Country. 
| 1 know 


LI 


I know that it is impoſſible, if we wiſh to con- 
ſider this ſubject properly, to conſider it in any: 
other point of view than as it affects the Empire 


in general. I know that the intereſts of the two 
Countries muſt be taken together, and that a man 


cannot ſpeak as a true Engliſhman, unleſs he 


ſpeaks as a true Iriſhman, nor as a true Iriſhman, 
unleſs he ſpeaks as a true Engliſhman: But 
if it was poſſible to ſeparate them, and I could 
cConſider myſelf as addreſſing you, not as inte- 


reſted for the Empire at large, but for Ireland 


alone, I ſhould ſay, that it would be indiſpenſably 
neceflary, for the ſake of that Country, to com- 
poſe its preſent diſtractions, by the adoption of 


another ſyſtem :—I ſhould ſay, that the eſtabliſh. 
ment of an Imperial Legiſlature was the only 


means of healing its wounds and of reſtoring it 
to tranquillity, I muſt here take the liberty of 


alluding to ſome topics which were touched upon 


during the diſcuſſion of the former night. | 


Among the great and known defects of Ireland, 


one of the molt prominent features is, its want 
of induſtry and a capital; how are thoſe wants to 


be ſupplied, but by blending more cloſely with - 
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Ireland; the induſtry and the capital of this Coun- 


try. But, above all, in the great leading diſtinc- 
tions between the People of Ireland, I mean their 
religious diſtinctions, what is their ſituation 2 
The Proteſtant ſeels that the claims of the Ca- 
tholics threatens the exiſtence of the Proteſtant 


afcendancy ;' while, on the other hand, the great 
body of Catholics feel the eſtabliſhment of the 


National Church, and their excluſion. from the 
exerciſe, of certain rights, and privileges, a griev- 
ance. Between the two, it becomes a matter of 
difficulty in che minds of many perſons, whether it 


vuvould be better to liften only to the fears of. the- 
former, or to -Srany the. claims of the latter. w 


he 
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I ham well aware that the bie of Lads 


diſtinction is a dangerous and delicate topic, eſ- 


pecially when applied to a country ſuch as Ireland; 
the. ſituation of which is different in this reſpect 

ſrom that. of every other. Where the eſtabliſhed 
religion of the State is the ſame as the general 

religion of the Empire, and where, the property 


of the Country is in the hands of a compara- 


tively ſmall number of perſons profeſſing that. 
ais en While the religion of a great 


majority 
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T 39 J 
majority of the people is different, it is not eaſy 
to ſay, on general principles, what ſyſtem; of 


Church Eſtabliſhment in ſuch a Country would. 


be free from difficulty and inconvenience. By 
many I know it will be contended, that the reli: 
gion profeſſed by a majority of the people, would 
at leaſt be entitled to an equality of Privileges, 
I have heard ſuch an argument urged in this 
HFouſe; but thoſe who apply it without qualifi- 
cation to the caſe of Ireland, forget ſurely the 

principles on which Engliſh Intereſt and Engliſh 
Connection has been eſtabliſhed in that Country, 
and on which its preſent Legiſlature is formed. 


No man can ſay, that, in the preſent ſtate of 


things, and while Ireland remains a ſeparate king ; 


dom, full conceſſions could be made to the Ca- 


tholics, without endangering the State, and ſhak- 
ing the Conſtitution of Ireland to its centre. 


On the other hand, without anticipating - the 
diſcuſſion, or the propriety of agitating the queſ- 
tion, or ſaying how ſoon or how late it may. be 
fit to diſcuſs it; two propoſitions are indiſputable : 
Firſt, When the conduct of the Catholics ſhall be 
| ſuch-as to make it fafe for the Government to 
Eran © "7-5: 5-4; wan 
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place, it is obvious that ſuch a queſtion may be 
agitated in an United, Imperial Parliament, with 


ET [1 

admit them to the participation of the privileges 
ma to thoſe of the Eſtabliſhed Religion, and 
when the temper of the times ſhall be favourable 
to ſuch a meaſure ;—When theſe events take 


much greater ſafety, than i 1. could be i in a ſeparate 
Legiſlature. In the ſecond place, I think it cer- 


tain that, even for whatever period it may 


be thought neceſſary, aſter the Union, to with- 
hold from the Catholics the enjoyment of thoſe 


advantages, many of the objections which at pre- 


| ſent ariſe out of their ſituation would be removed, 


if the Proteſtant Legiſlature were no longer ſepa · 
rate and local, but general and Imperial; and 


the Catholics themſelves would at once feel a mi- 
tigation of the moſt goading and e of their - 
- preſent cauſes of OO fa 


How far, in addition to this great and leading 
conſideration, it may alſo be wiſe and practicable 
to accompany the meaſure by ſome mode of re- 
lieving the lower orders from the preſſure of 
Tithes, which in many inſtances. operate at pre- 
ent as 4 great practical evil, or to org under 
proper 


Men 


proper Regulations; and without breaking-in.9n 
the ſecurity of the preſent Proteſtant Eſtablih- has: 
ment, an effeual and adequate proviſion for the 
Catbalic Clergy; it is not now neceſſary 20.difcuſs, 
It is ſuffigjens. to ſay, that theſe, and. all other. ſub- 
: | ordinate points connected with the ſame ſuhject, 
dune mote likely to be permanently and aria to- 
 tily &ttled by an United Legillature, chan by any 
local amangements. On. theſe grounds 1 contend, | 
that with a view! to providing an effeQual remedy 
for che diſtractions which have unhappily prevail · 
<& in Jeeland, with a view of removing thoſe 
cauſes which have endangered, and. ſtill: endanger | 


its ſecurity, che meaſure which I am now pro- 
poling promiſes to be more effectual than any 


other which can be deviſed, and on theſe grounds 
alone, i there exiſted no other, 1. n . 
| my duty to ſubmĩt ĩt to he Hoe. W em "A 
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„Ai heard it aſked, Pin Tprefed che meu 
A wks are the poſitive advantages that Ireland 
is to derive from it? Toe this very queſtibno I 
Preſume the conſiderations which I have already 


1712 »> Ng * 


ve 


"the queſtion itſelf is to be conſidered im another 
view; and i it will Be fund to bear- ſomt reſem - 
"blance to a queſtion which has been | repeatedly 


put, by ſome of the Gentlemen oppoſite to me, 


during the laſt l gers What are the advanta- 
ges which Great Britain has gained by the pteſent 
var with France? 50 0? an 5 14 ng? 
eLpuotn Moch no bis bined od no daide 121170 
5 pln the brilliant ſucceſſes: of the Britiſh 
arms by ſca and land, our unt ampled b naval 
victories over all our enemies, the ſolid acquiſi- 


tion of valuable territory, the. general incgeaſe of 
dour power, the progreſſive extenſion of our com- 


merce, andi a ſeris (of; events nwre, glorious than 


any that ever adorned! the page. of our hiſtory, | 


afford at aoneg a amp le; and B anſwer. 
e 235, anather- g eStal anſwet which we 
hat ®) have 


afford à ſufficient anſwers But, in fudt, 


1 J 


have uniformly: givenzcand which od dlonetbe | 


- fufficients: ivis;.thatowe did nota enter into this 


not to acquire, but to preſerve ; and in this ſenſe, 
what we haye gained by the war is, in one word, 
- ALt,ahatioge ould: hae loft wichour it i it is, the 
preſerxation of our Lonſtitution, our Indepen- 


dence; our Honour, our, OY asa Nation. ;7 
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Ani the ſame manner I might en queſtion 


with: reſpect to Ireland; L might enumerate the 


_ general;advantages., which Ireland would, derive 
frog. che effects of (che; Arrangement: to which 1 
have nlready referred he Exotection) vhich ſhe 
Vill ſecure to herſelſ in the hour of danger. The 
moſtieffectual means of increaſing her Commerce 
and improving her Agriculture, the gommand of 
Engliſh Capital, the infuſſon of Engliſh Manners 
liorate her Condition, to accelerate. the; progreſs. of 
internal civilization, and to terminate thoſe feuds 
and diſſentions which nom diſtract, the Country, 
and which ſhe does not poſſeſs, within herſelf, the 


| Power, eicher to .controul or to extinguiſh. She 


would Ws Magere Hanes Diſiafian, 


rw | G 2 | and 
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unten in chen general rut of Em- 
pire, opened to all thoſe whoſt abilitiei and talent 
enable them to indulge an honohrable and laulable 
aAmbitiend ai Den li 0 10d Snuppn 02 201 
F108 Sni ot ei ww i 0 hogign 946d aw Thr 
But, lade pendent of all tiefe advantagts, 1 
migbt alſo anſwer, chat the queſtion is ht what 
Ireland is to gam, dot what che is £6 [preſerve : 
not merely how ſhe may beſt improve her ſitua- 
tion, dot how ſhe's to nett u preſſing and imme - 
diate danger In this views 'whar ſhe gains is the 
| preſervation of all thoſe blefhngs artüing from the 
Britiſh Coniticutiony and which are inſepafuble 
from her Connection with Great Britais. Thoſe 
Bleſſings of Which it has long been the ulm of 
Franten in conjunction wirh domeſtie tramors, to 
deprive her, and on their ruins to eſtablih (wich 
all its attendent miſeries and horfers) a Jatobin 
Republic, founded on French Influence} Anil er- 
| iſting only in fubſervietcy'to- France. 12% Beh 
bn ods Sram; 0 bone genexdivis Init ent 
Suech, Sir, would''be" the aniver; If vc direct 
our attention only to the queſtion of general ad- 
Vußtage! And here 1 fhbuld Be inclined do ſtop; 
but ſinee it lis alſo been mort Particulatly alked, 
- oft 5 5 | what 
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firous of applying ; my, aafes more imme dare 
and EY to that — 9 of 55 ſubject: and, as 


#4 „ 


5 vietion with it 10: thoſe, who make the inquiry). 


if .given, in the, Fords of che Right Hong 
- Gendeman,..co hom, and 10 whoſe opinion 
haye, had more than one occaſion to advent in the 


courſe of. this night, I will read you an extract 


| from bis recorded eie ON. the ſubhect, i in the. 
year 2986, on this ſame. memorable occaſion. of 
the Commercial Propoſitions. Speaking of a ſo- 


lid and unalterable Compact between the two. 5 
5 Countries, ſpeaking expreſsly of the peculiar im- 


portance of inſuring the continuance of thoſe 
Commercial benefus, which the at that time held 


only at the diſcretion, of this country, he ſays 
The exportation of Iriſh, Products, to England, i 


60 amounts to Two Millions and a Half annually ; 
2 © and the exportation of Britiſh Products, to Ire- 
« land, amounts to but One Million.” IE 


7 


7 * 
OY; {4 | 


> 4" | Res cumſtances, 


| He. then AN to reaſon upon. the ene. b 
rage. which Ireland would, derive, under ſuch cir- 


if 
1 
p 
4 
5 
1 
„ 
"— 
$ 
F 1d 
by. 
1 
by 
22 0 
3 
A 


38 
38 
* 
1 
Wy 
at 
+.34 
i 

= ms - 
4 ; 


12 1 


cCcumſtadrks, rom Fur ee horn 
bitions 1 Ind he 2cebinpanits the Nutetmieht hi 
L. have fol read; With this obfervaC - 10 an 
de bus: Bojdiit ah 40 ad 2803 0 qIBaiftib bas 
Ig indeed? the ABuiithe" wee te tale 
«away! the Betiefit for Itelafd; it Would be 
* ©. got Kaufe for lejecting 1 Bub; as it tor eve 
4 confirms alt the Adbähtages We derfbed from 
* our Lnen Trade, and binds! Englknd" from 
© making” ally law thit can be injuttots to it, 


& Fatty Getilemiefl- who tegard that "rate, "and 


«oboe orten ani fein depen oi dir Proſperity; 


2 75 oi] Hot Entertain a moment's doubt were 
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Such was the Rigi of kb Kim CECT 
wat of th&Exci cHEQUER | Which I cöhffder do Have 
been perfectly Jan. Wan referetibe to tis lte 
| PEE 25 dot not th ink 16 can 0 1 


which ax 4 5 10 0 or the Länen Trade 
of Ireland is e te to be the conſequence of an 


Union, than by oppoling to him his own opinion. 
I ball be able to fre ngthen' the fornitt opinion 


5 of Fr Gedrleman,' by kaun. "Hat" the” progrets 
ene "=: that 


1 53 


thak, has. been made * -Commercial advantages, 10 
Ireland,.finge 478 5, has been ſuch as. to render; his | 
 argumenyGill more applicable. Wat is che na- 


Cure of that Commerce, expined by theo ſame 
perſon in ſq: conciſe, and. forcible a manner, char 
| 1 am. happy: to uſe his own, ſtatement, He does 


| not. confine, himſelf to the ang but gives 


the articles in detail: ih (MoH. , 14..90 I 
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2186 Briten“ dhe ſays, Th 26h imports annually from 


| 2b. us Two Million Five Hundred Thquſand 
Pounds of: our. products, all, or very nearly all 


e, duty frera and covenants never to la a duty on 


them: We import about. a Million of her's, 


r aid raiſa à Revenue on almoſt every article a 


it, and xeſerve the power, of contiguingi that 


Revenue. beShe eports 0 us Salt ffor our 
6 F iſneries anꝗrov iH 31Hops which We can: 


te not grow; Coals, which we,cenpot-raile Tin, 
0 which we have not; and Bark, which we can- 


er not get elſewhere ; and all. theſe, withqur. reſerv- 


ging any duty.” 211 04 deins io Sone nen 
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able Geitlthdt's' Whole "Speech, in like manner, 
points out the advantages of the Commercial 
Propolicions (it that time under conſideration) a8 
a ground-work of 4 Compact between the two 
Countries, in 178 5, on Cothmercial ſobje sts 
But how ſtands the caſt now? The trade is At 
this time infinitely” more advantageous: to Ireland. 
It will be proved, from the documents which I 
hold in my hand, as far as relates to the mere 
intetchange of manuſactures, that the. manufuc- 
tures, eported to Ireland from Great Britain, 
n 1997; very little exceeded a "Million ſterling 
(the articles of produce amount to-nearly the ſame 
ſum) while Great Britain, on the other hand, im- 
ported from Ireland to the amount of near Three 

Millions in the manufactured articles of Linen and 
linen Yarn; and berween Two and Three Mit: 
Jon in (Proviſions: and Cw; I and 
other e dvr elo eig zen . 
21155 % ine lind ban on dye 50% M5 aw "1 
1 OY to theſe 3 thete zue other 
circumſtances of advantage to Ircland; "Articles 
which are eſſential to her trade and to her ſubſiſ- 
rence;//or | ſerve 8 rew-materials for her manufuc- 
tures, art ent frotn hence free uf duty. Id is ent 
S | | preſzly 


| le. 40 I | 

b dag he — all int 
we take back from- Ireland was liable to a Duty 
in that Country on their exports: The in- 


manufacture, and four-fifths of her whole export. 
| frade, are to be aſcribed, not to that Independent 


our market, and the Bounties granted by the 


Britiſh, Parliament on its ret export, that the 
Linen-Trade has been brought to the height at 
which we now ſee it. To the Parliament of this 
Country, then, it is now owing, that a Market 


has been opened for: her Linen to the amount of 


three millions. By the Bounty we give to Iteland, 
; we afford her a double market for that article, and 


(what. is ſtill . more. ſtriking and important) we 


have preyented a competition againſt, her, ariſing 


from the ſuperior cheapneſs of the Linen-Many- 


factures of the Continent, by ſubjecting their im 
portation to a Duty of thirty per cent. Nothing 
| would more clearly ſhe what would be the danger 
to Ireland from the Competition in all its prineĩ 


pa ehe of ſhe Linen-Trade, than the ſimple 
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fact, that we even now import foreigh W 
der this heavy duty, to un amount equal tb u 
ſeventh part of all that Ireland is able to ſenct vsp 
with the preference that has been ſtated; By this- | 
arrangement alone, we muſt therefore be conſiders: 


ed, eicher as foreg6ing botween ſeven and eight” 


which we fheuld: collect if we choſe to levy che 


ſame duty on all Linens, Iiiů as well a8. Foreign; 
or on the other hand, as facrificing'' perhaps at 
leaſt a- million-ſtefling in che price paid ſor thoſe 
articles, by the ſabjetts- 6f this Country, which 
might be ſaved, if we allowed the importation-of 


all Linen, mn TED as: Trifhy- es! 
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be Fehn n reſis is, des in its ae | 
calculated not merely for 4 confirmation of tlie 


advantages on which the perſon to whom TI have 


alluded: has inſiſted. It is obvious that 4 fuller” 
and more perfect Connection of che tuo Countries, 
from whatever cauſe it may ariſe; muſt produce 
a greater facility and freedom of commertial l 
ee 3 tend to the advantage of 

5 both. 


*%s" 


I . 1 
both. The benefits to he. derived to either 
8 an arrangement wu inderd, in a 


chat aqegunt the. leſs cr, and they canvot be 
ſtated in more forcible language than in that-uſed 
in che Speech to which L have referred. — 


Ab 9117 n 9425 5 * 91029151 Prof 8 us! 


A Hentlemen underpalue the reductian of Ni- 
| <.iſh Du ties on, our Manufactures. Lagree with 
LOO plat GIN. ſoon, bot Ne. are to 

II ment, and j It is im- bs 
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 ſetlement, and Trade take. irs patural and ſteady 


« .courſe,: the Kingdoms. will ceaſe, to look to 
1 © rivallhips- each pill make. that fabrigk which,je 


ee een fromthe other mig 


ill — to, profit, not di- 
ties, Jealouſſes, or Legiſlative 


erted by Boun 
Interſetence, from its natural and beneficial 
. dhe Thi ſyſtem, vin attain . 2 
Maclmtit o! 108 i , end 10 lau en- 


Axrgat meaſure, be gradual a hut they are not on 
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te conſolid wag ths tretigth of Merten ig bert 
er of the Empite, by eneturnging the comtunt- 
« eations of their/market'#itibiig themſelves, wich 
»& pref | Hee! ee + 2 N A ſtrun- 
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"Tan & leaft, therefore, ſecure from the defign 
bf "appeiting to deli ver "dry Partiaf bl chHftherical 
"opinis on- of my n, pen 1 thus "Rake, ö che 
authority of a Perlen e Veit införthed, Lad who 
then cre dif pattGtlrely, t babar in finite im- 
Portance to Ireland of Keüring Pertnanentiy the 
test commiertial ddvancdges Which e now holds 
at the dlſcretion 'of Great Britain, and the Aadi- | 
tional benefit which lie Would dertoe Herm any 
| ſettlement "which opened” to her gradually a fil 
thore free and compleat commercial inteturſe 
"ith'this Country. And While ſtate ths ſtrongly jp 
the commercial advantages to the! filter Kingdom, 
| Thave no'alarty leſt 1 ſhould Excite any fenti- 
ment of jealbufy lere. 1 Know that tile inhabi- 
tants of Great Britain wiſh well to the proſperity 
dk Ireland that; if the Kingdoms are really and 
ſolidly united, they feel that to increaſe the com- 
morcral wealth of one Country is not to diminiſh | 
1 ece that 


- - of R 7 4 
K 5 * OD * r - 4 » - --_ 
— — 2 1 le "EST LG. WY $4 TN. 2 a » —— * 8 * — 


ne 
* x; 
S —— — * 1 © % 
* * ore P * r i — * 
1 4 | ** r 
— Hes Bp „ * 
: e 4g» As: %. 2 Eee 1 
. 
PP 
q 
. 
* 


. a 3 | 
Ga Fin EE 


1 336 J 
chat of dhe other, but to inereaſe the ſtrength 
and power of both. But to juſtify that ſenti- 
ment, we mult be ſatisfied! that the wealth we 
are pouring into the lap of Ireland is not every 
"day fable to be ſnatched from us, and thrown 
into the ſcale of the enemy. If therefore Ireland 
| is to continue, as T truſt it will for ever, an'ef- 
ſential part of the integral ſtrength of the Britich 
Empire; if her ſtrength is to be permanently 
-ours, and our firengrh to be hers, neither I, nor 
any Englich miniſter, can ever be deterred by the 
ſear of creating jealouſy in the hearts of Engliſh- 
men, from ſtating the advantages of a cloſer 

Connection, or from giving any aſſiſtance to the 
| Carmel Wen, of that N e 
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nit r indeed! ould have the mifiitnde td 7 
vitneſs the melancholy moment when fuch Pein. 


; Ireland permanently and e connected with 
this country ſhall be at an end, I ſhall at leaſt have 
the conſolation of knowing, that it will not be 
the want of temper or forbearance, of conciliation, 
of kindneſs, or of full W on our part, 
55 | which 


1 ; 
is 
£5 
„ 
* 3 
1 
- wr 
—. 
by ; 
3 * 
__ > 
7% 
_ 
* "I hs 4 
1 8 55 
1 
RE 
oy > 44 
” Xo 
xv 
= L1 
78 
irn Ly 
ny 
* * x . 
„ 
— 
* 
K TE 
I 1 
44 
xy v 
- 
a — 
11 
1 4 
WT 
| 485 
«i a < 
1 
= - 
».2, 
£188 
We 
- 28 
F330 
i 
ET |. 
. 
Wo. 
"If 4 
” 
1%. 
4 en 
5 int 
1 3 Q 
pl: 5 
1 
04 L. 
W224 
x 
1 
r 
1 
41 
£49 
IN 
* 
Do 
* 
3 
1 
. ; 
* 
5 * 
TY wh 
. a 
4:4 
va 
"370 
g * 
5 * 
4 
+ 
$\ 15 +2 
"> 


£5 N „ 1 — 
e . — n Kr 
FPV CCCCCCCCCC G 
2 4 r Mr. 
* 


K.- — * 5 NY >> am : n | 
22 III GL EET adit Fe 


L „ 7) 
vhich will have produced an event. fo watal to 
1rcland,jand); fe; ( dangerous 1p. Great Rtitain. If 
£yep che, over hearing power of preindicę and 
paſſion, ſhall ,prodyce, that fatal conſęgquence, it 
ill toq, late, be, perceived. and,; acknowledged, 


hae, All the. great; commercial , advantages whigh 


Ireland. at, preſent, enjoys, and which, are con- 
Faualy, increaſing... care. .to be aſcribed to the 
liberal, conduct, the ſoſterigg care, of the, Britiſh 

Empire, extended. tofthe Siſter Kingdom as to a 
Part of ourſelyes, and not (as has beenyfallagiouſly 


and vainly pretended) to any thing which has 


been, done, or can be, dane y the independent 
Por of ber oyn { bange Legilature, „ ph 


FF 
T have thus, Sir, endeayoured to ſtate to you 


Ihe reaſons, why 1 think this, Meaſure adxiſaple "= 


why. I Wich it to. be propoſed to che. P. i nep 
Bhi: . Jreland,, with, temper and fairneſs; and. why. 
Ir appears, to me, entitled at; leaft.to.a.calmand - 


7 diſpaſſionate diſcuſſion 1 m that Kingdom. * bl am 
aware, however, that objections have been urged 
againſt the Meaſure, ſome of which, are undoubt- 


ly plaußdzle ond have * but tao ſucceſsfyl 
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R 
in cheir influenes on the- Irill Parliament Of 
rheſs. obectiont I: ſhall-now-procred}) a8 conciſelyx 
ab poſſible, en dt b id 02 2wr. Loan 

Inman achten muta cf Minna of 

_ frſt is, 4 b ech; ee 
Honourable Gentleman bppoſite' to me; When bis 
Majeſty's Meflage was brought down; nam(ly 
Thar the Parliament of Ireland is inebmpetent 
to entertain and diſcuſs” the queſtion; er rather, 
to act upon the Meaſure propoſed}: without 
having previouſly obtained the conſont of the 
People of Ireland, their Conſtituents: But, Sir, 
Lam led to ſuppoſe from what the: Honourable: 
Gentleman . afterwards ſtated, that he made. 
this obſection, rather by way of deprecating 
the diſcuſſion of the queſtion,” than as encer=: 
taining | the ſmalleſt doubt upon it himſelf. 
At, however, the Honourable Gentle maa or- 
any other Gentleman on the other fide of the? 
Houſe, ſhould ſeriouſly entertain a doubt on the: 
ſubject, I ſhall be ready to diſcuſs it wich him 
diſtinctly, either this night or at any future oppor- 
tunity. For the preſent I will aſſume, that o 
man can deny the competency of the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland {repreſenting as it does, in the 
. | language 


7 i 


t 36 1 1 
language of our Coriſtituticn, « Fully, and. 
 frevh) all the efates of the people of the realm" ) to 
make Laws to bind that People, unleſs he is diſpoſed. 
to diſtinguiſh that Parliament from the Parliament 
of Great Britain ; and, while he maintains the 
Independence of the Triſh Legiſlature, yet denies to 
it the lawful and eſſential, powers of Parliament. 
No man, uh maintains the Parliament of Ireland 
to be co- equal vith our on, can deny its compe- 
teney on this queſtion, unleſs he means to go the 
length of deny ing, at the ſame moment, the whole 
of the authority of the Parliament of Great Bri- 
tain — to ſhake every principle of legiſlation. — 
and to maintain, that all the Acts paſſed, and every 
thing done by P arliament, or ſanctioned by its 
authority, however ſacred, however beneficial, is 
neither more nor leſs than an act of uſurpation. 
He muſt not only deny the validity of the Union 
between Scotland and England, hut he muſt deny. 
the authority of every one of the proceedings of 
che united Legiſlature ſince the Union; nay, Sir, | 5 
he muſt go ſtil] farther; and deny the authority 
under which we now ſit and deliberate. here, as a 
Houſe of Parliamen t. Of courſe, he muſt deny 
the validity of the adjuſtment of 1782, and call 
IT | ; In 
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in queſtion every meaſure which he has himfelf 
been the moſt forward to have enforced. This point, 
Sir, is of ſo much importance, that I think I ought 
not to ſuffer the opportunity to paſs, without illuſ- 
trating more fully what I mean, If this principle of 
the incompetency of Parliament to the deciſion of 
the Meaſure be admitted, or if it be contended, that 
Parliament has no legitimate authority to diſcuſs | 
and decide upon it, you will be driven to the ne- 
ceſſity of recognizing a principle, the moſt dan- 
gerous that ever was adopted in any civilized 
State, I mean the principle, that Parliament can- 
not adopt any meaſure new in its nature, and of 
great importance, without appealing to the con- 
ſtituent and delegating authority for directions. IF 
that doctrine be true, look to what an extent it will 
carry you. If ſuch an argument could be ſet up 
and maintained, you acted without any legitimate 
authority when you created the repreſentation of 
the Principality of Wales, or of either of the 
Counties Palatine of England. Every Law that 
Parliament ever made, without that appeal, either 
as to its own Frame and Conſtitution, as to the 
qualification of the electors or the elected, as to the 
725 I . 76:70 aaffinge 
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great and funden point of the ſucceſſion to 


the Crown, was a breach of Gee and ay 0 AQ | 


of drank 
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If we turn to Ireland itſelf, what do Gentlemen 


| think of the power of that Parliament, which, 
without any freſh delegation from its Proteſtant 


conſtituents, aſſociates to itſelf all the Catholic 
electors, and thus deſtroys a fundamental diſtinc- 
tion on which/it was formed? God forbid, that 
I ſhould object to or blame any of theſe Mea- 
ſures ! I am only ſtating the extent to which the 
principle (that Parliament has no authority to de- 
cide upon the preſent Meaſure) will lead ; and, if 
it be admitted in one caſe, it muſt be admitted 


in all. Will any man ſay, that (although a Pro- 


teſtant Parliament in Ireland, choſen excluſively 
by Proteſtant Conſtituents, has by its own inhe- 


rent power, and without conſulting thoſe conſti- 
tuents, admitted and comprehended the Catholics 


who were till then, in fact, a ſeparate community) 


that Parliament cannot aſſociate itſelf with ano- 


ther Proteſtant community, repreſented by a Pro- 
teſtant Parliament, having one intereſt with itſelf, 
and ſimilar i in its Laws, its Conſtitution, and its 

Eſtabliſhed 


Eſtabliſhed Religion? What muſt be ſaid by 
thoſe who have at any time been friends to any 
plan of Parliamentary Reform, and particularly to 
ſuch as have been moſt recently brought forward, 
either in Great Britain or Ireland? What- 
ever may have been thought of the proprie- 
ty of the Meaſure, I never heard any doubt 
of the competency of Parliament to conſider and 
diſcuſs it. Yet I defy any man to maintain the 
principle of thoſe plans, without contending that, 
as a Member of Parliament, he poſſeſſes a right 
to concur in disfranchiſing thoſe who ſent him to 
Parliament, and to ſelect others, by whom he 
was not elected, in their ſtead. I am ſure 
that no ſufficient diſtinction, in point of princi- 
ple; can be ſucceſsfully maintained for a ſingle 
moment; nor ſhould I deem it neceflary to dwell 
on this point, in the manner I do, were I not 
convinced that it is connected in part with all 
thoſe falſe and dangerous notions on the ſub- 
ject of Government which have lately become 
too prevalent in the world. It may, in fact, be 
traced to that groſs perverſion of the principles 
of all political ſociety, which reſts on the ſuppo- 
ſition that there exiſts continually in every Go- 


I 2 vernment 


to] 


vernment 4 Sovereignty in — (as it were) | 
on the part of the People, ready to be called forth 
on every occaſion, or rather on every pretence, 


when it may ſuit the purpoſes of the party or 


| faction who are the adyoeages of this doctrine to 
ſuppoſe an occaſion for its exertion. It is in theſe 
falſe principles that are contained the ſeeds of all 
the miſery, deſolation, and ruin, which in the 
preſent day have ſpread themſelves over ſo large 
a en of the habitable Globe. 


' Theſe Scat Sir, are, at EY ſo well known 
and underſtood in their practical effects, that they 
can no longer hope for one enlightened or intelli- 

gent advocate, when they appear in their true 
colours. Tet, with all the horror we all feel, in 
common with the reſt of the World, at the effect 
of them, with all the confirmed and increaſing 
love and veneration which we feel towards the 
Conſtitution of our Country, founded as it is, 
both in Theory and Experience, on principles di- 
rectly the reverſe; yet, there are too many 
among us, who, while they abhor and reject ſuch 
opinions, when preſented to them in their naked 
deformity, ſuffer them in a more diſguiſed ſhape 

pom IP | 1, >" 


51 
to be gradually infuſed into their minds, and in · 
ſenſibly to influence and bias their ſentiments and 
arguments on the greateſt and moſt important 


diſcuſſlons. This concealed poiſon is now mort 


to be dreaded than any open attempt to ſupport 
ſuch principles by argument or to cnforce them 
by arms. No ſociety, whatever be its particular 


form, can long ſubſiſt, if this principle is onct 


admitted, In every Government, there mult reſidt 
ſomewhere a ſupreme, abſolute, and unlimited au- 
thority. This is equally true of every lawful Mo- 
narchy of every Ariſtocracy of every pure De> 


mocracy (if indeed ſuch a form of Government 


ever has exiſted, or ever can exiſt) and of thoſe 


mixed Conſtitutions formed and compounded from 


the others, which we are juſtly. inclined to prefet 
to any of them. In all theſe Governments, in» 
deed alike, that power may by poſſibility. be-abu» 
ſed, but whether the abuſe is ſuch as to juſtiſy 
and call for the interference of the people col - 


lectively, or, more properly ſpeaking, of any por» 


tion of it, muſt always be an extreme caſe and a 


queſtion, of the greateſt and moſt - perilous reſ[s 
Ponſibility, not in Law only, but in Conſcience 

and in Duty, to all thoſe who either act upon it 
themſelves, 
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themſelves, or perſuade others . to en But no 
proviſion for ſuch a caſe ever has been or can 
be made before- hand; it forms no chapter in 
any known code of laws, it can find no place in 
any ſyſtem of human juriſprudence. But, above 
all, if ſuch a principle can make no part of any 
eſtabliſhed Conſtitution, not even of thoſe where 
the Government is ſo framed as to be moſt liable 
to.the abuſe of its powers, it will be prepoſterous 
indeed to ſuppoſe that it can be admitted in one 5 
where thoſe powers are ſo diſtributed and balan- 
ced as to furniſh the beſt ſecurity againſt the pro- 
bability of Juch an abuſe. Shall that principle be 
ſanctioned. as a neceſſary part of the beſt Govern- 
ment, which. cannot be admitted to exiſt as an eſta- 
| blimed check even upon the worſt! Pregnant as it is 
with danger and confuſion, ſhall it be received 
and authorized in proportion as every reaſon which 
ran exer make t neceſſary to recur to it is not likely 
| to exiſt? Tet, Sir, I. know not how it is, that, 
in. proportion as we are leſs likely to have occaſion 
for ſo deſperate a remedy, in proportion as a 
Government is ſo framed as to provide within 
itſelf the beſt guard and control on the exerciſe 
.of every branch of authority, to furniſh the means 
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31 : 
of preventing or correcting every abuſe of power, 


and to - ſecure, by its own natural operation, 4 
due attention to the intereſt and feelings of every 


part of the community, in that very proportion 


perſons have been found perverſe enough to ima- 


gine, that ſuch a Conſtitution admits and recog- 


nizes, as a part of it, that which is inconſiſtent 
with the nature of any Government, and, 1 


all, inapplicable to our own. 


> W fold more. Ss. Za ſubject than I ſhould 
have thought neceſſary, if I had not felt that this falſe 
and dangerous mockery of theSovereignty of thePeople 


is in truth one of the. chief elements of Jacobin- 


iſm, one of the favourite impoſtures to miſlead 
the underſtanding, and to flatter and inflame the 
paſſions, of the maſs of pgkipd, who have not 


the opportunity of examining and expoſing it 


and that as ſuch on every occaſion, and! in AY, 
ſhape in which it appears, it ought ro be com- 


bated and reſiſted by every friend to civil order, 


and to the peace and happineſs of mankind, 


* 


Sir, the next and not the leaſt prevalent ob- | 
jection, is one which is contained in words. which . 


are an appeal to a natural and laudable, but what 5 
1 J muſt 
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1 muſt call an erroneous and miſtaken, ſenſe of 
national pride. It is an appeal to the generous 
and noble paſſions of a nation ably inflamed un- 
the attempt to repreſent the queſtion of a Union 
by compact between the Parliaments of the two 
Kingdoms as a [queſtion involving the Inde- 
pendance of Ireland. It has been ſaid, that no 
compenſation could be made to any country for 
the ſurrender of its National Independance. Sir, 
on this, as well as on every part of the queſtion, 
I am defirous Gentlemen ſhould come cloſely to 
_ the point, that they ſhould fift it to the bottom, 
and aſcertain upon what grounds and Principles 
their opinion really reſts. Do they mean to 
maintain that in any humiliating, in any degrading 
ſenſe of the word which can be acted upon practi- 
cally as a rule, and which can lead to any uſeful 
concluſion, that at any time when the Govern- 
ment of any two ſeparate Countries | unite in 
forming one more extenſive empire, that the in- 
dividuals who compoſed either of the former nar- 
row ſocieties are afterwards leſs members of an 
Independant country, or to any valuable and uſeful 
| _ leſs poſſeſſed of political freedom or 


civil 
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civil happineſs than they were before? It muſt 
be obvious to every Gentleman who will look 


at the ſubject, in tracing, the history of all the 
countries, the, moſt , proud, of their, preſent exe, 
iſting independance, of all the nations in Europe, 
there is not one that could exiſt in the ſtate in 
which it now ſtands, if that principle had been 
acted upon by our fore fathers; and Europe muſt 
have remained to this hour in a ſtate of ignorance 
and barbariſm, from the perpetual warfare of 
independent and petty ſtates. In the inſtance of 
our own Country, it would be a ſuperfluous. waſte 
of time to enumerate the ſte ps by which all its 
parts were formed into one Kingdom; but will 


any man in general aſſert, that in a!l the different 


Unions which have formed the principal ſtates of 
Europe, their inhabitants have become leſs free, 
that they have had leſs of which to be proud, leſs 
ſcope for their own exertions, than they had in 
their former ſituation. If this doctrine is to be 
generally maintained, what becomes of the ſitu- 
ation at this hour of any one county of England, 
or of any one county of Ireland, now united un- 
| der the independant Parliament of that Kingdom ? 
If it be puſhed to its full extent, it is obviouſly 
incompatible with all civil ſociety. As the former 
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principle of the fovereignty of the people ſtrikes 
at the foundation of all governments, ſo this is 
equally hoſtile to all political confederacy,” and 
mankind muſt be driven back to what n f 
the ſtare of nature, * n a bai Bann 
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But while I combat this general and abſtract prin- 
ciple, which would operate as an objection to every 
union between ſeparate ſtates, on the ground of the 
ſacrifice of independanee, do I mean to contend that 
thereis in no caſe juſt ground for ſuch a ſentiment? 
Far from i it: it may become, on many occaſions, the Y 
firſt duty of a free and generous people. If there 
exiſts a country which contains within itſclf the 
means of military protection, the naval force ne- 
ceſſary for its defence, which furniſhes objects of 
mduſtry ſufficient for the ſubſiſtence of its inhabi- 
tants, and pecuniary reſources adequate to main- 
taining, with dignity, the rank which it. has at- 
tained among the nations of the world; if, above 
all, it enjoys the bleſſings of internal content and 
tranquillity, and poſſeſſes a diſtin conftitution of 
its own, the defects of which, if any, it is within 
itſeif capable of corre&ing, and if that conſtitu- 
tion be equal, if not ſuperior, to that of any 
mans in the world, or . is nearly the ſame 

thing) 
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thing) if choſe who lie under it believe i it to be 


ſo, and fondly cheriſh, that, opinion, I cab indeed 
well underſtand that ſuch a country muſt be jea- 
lous of, any, meaſure, which, even by i its own con- 
ſent under the authority of its own lawful go- 
vernment, is to aſſociate i it as apart. of a lager and 
mira empire. e 

\ — benden the 3 hand, it ſhould 
happen that there be a country which, againſt the 
greateſt of all dangers, that, threaten its peace 


tectipg itſelf without, the aid of another nation; 


if that other be a neighbouring and kindred na- 
tion, ſpeaking the ſame language, whoſe laws, 


_ whole cuſtoms, and habits are the ſame in prin- 


ciple, but carried to a greater degree of perfec- 
tion, with a more extenſive commerce, and more 


abundant means of acquiring and diffuſing na- 


tional wealth; the ſtability of whoſe goVerninent— 
the excellence of whoſe conſtitution—is more chan 
ever the admiration and envy of Euroßej ald 
which the very Country of which we are ſpeak- 

ing can only; boat an inadequate and impetfect 
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a, What conduct would be Preſcribe by every 
rational principle of dignity, of honour, or of f in- 
tereſt? 1 would”: aſk, whether this i is not A faith- 
ful deſcription of the circumſtances which ought 
to diſpoſe Ireland to a Union? Whither Great 
Britain is not preciſely the nation with Which, 
on theſe principles, a Country, ſituated as Ireland 
is, would deſire to unite? Does a Union, under 
ſuch circumſtances, by free conſent, and on juſt 
and equal terms, deſerve to be branded as a pro- 
poſal for ſubjecting Ireland to a foreign yoke? 
"Es it not rather the free and voluntary aſſociation 
of two great Countries, which join, for their 
common benefit, in one Empire, where each 
vill retain its proportional weight and importance, 
under the ſecurity of equal laws, reciprocal af- 
fection, and inſeparable intereſts, and which want 
nothing but that mne re to ren. 
der both invincible, | PT SI ONES: band 
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Non ego. nec Tenctis ales p parere jubebo 
ö Nec nova regna peto; paribus ſe legibus amb 
' | Invite gentes æterna in fædera mittant. 
Sir, I have nearly ſtated all that is neceſſary 
ſor me to 'trouble®the Houſe with ; there are, 
e one or r ge ne Which I 


Mr +34 N 1 : wiſh 


is} 
with not entirely to Paſs over: One of them ie, a 
| general notion that a Union with Great Britain 


muſt neceffarily increafe one of the get evils of 


Trelind,” by produci ng depopulation in many parts 
ok the "Ediktry,” and by increaſing greatly the 
| bömber or abſentees i k % not mean to deny 
that this effect woutd d, to. a Tirhited' extent, take 
place dutlaf 8 A park of the 5 year; but 1 think it 
Wilk net be difficult bot as to prove, that this 


Aa wil be m0 than 'countetbilanced 


"by the' operation of the eit in biber wowed 


to tl gion Alt 


I] it be true that this meaſure has an inevitable 
tendeney to admit the introduction of that Bri- 
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tiſn Capital which is moſt likely to give liſe to 


all the operations of Commerce; and to all rhe 
improvements of Agriculture; jf it be that which 
above all other conſiderations is moſt likely to 
give ſecurity, quiet, and internal repoſe to Ire - 


land; if it is likely to remove the chief bar to 
the internal advancement of wealth and of civili- 


zation, by a more intimate intercourſe with Eng- 


: and; if it is more likely to communicate from 


hence thoſe habits which diſtinguiſh this Country, 
and Which, by a continued enn the 
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higheſt and the loweſt. orders. of the community 
without a chaſm in any part of the ſyſtem; if it 
is not only likely to invite (as I have already ſaid) 


Engliſh Capital to ſer Commerce in motion, but to 


offer it the uſe of new markets, to open freſh re- 
ſources of wealth and inquſtry; can wealth, can in- 


duſtry, can civilization increaſe. among the, w whole 


bulk of the people without much more than. coun- 


terbalancing the partial effect of. the removal of the | 
few individuals who, for a ſmall, part of the year, 


would follow. the ſeat of Legiſlation? If, notwith- 
ſtanding the abſence of Parliament from Dublin, it 


would ſtill remain the centre of Education and of 


the internal commerce of a country increaſing, in 


improvement; if it would ſtill remain the ſcat of 


legal diſcuſſion, which muſt) always increaſe with an 


increaſe of ptoperty and occupation, will it be 
: ſuppoſed, with a view even to the intereſts of thoſe 
| whole partial intereſts have been moſt ſucceſsfully 
appealed to; with a view either to the, reſpeRable 


Body of the Bar, to the Merchant, or Shopkeeper, 


tranſaction of this ſort ought to be referred to that 
ſingle criterion) that they would not find their 
eee of advantage in the general | 


cid | e . 


El 

aide of the State? Let it be remembered, 

alſo, that if the transfer of the Seat of Legiſla- 
ture may call from Ireland to England the Mem- 

bers of the United Parliament, yet, aſter the 
Union, property, influence and conſideration in 

Ireland will lead, as much as in Great Britain, to 
all the objects of imperial ambition; and there 

muſt, conſequently, exiſt a new incitement to 
perſons to acquire property in that Country, and 

to thoſe who poſſeſs it, to reſide there and to cul- 
tivate the good opinion of thoſe with whom they 

live. and to ertend and eee nn 

_ nn 


_"** Bur; Sir, T eee not dwell TORE nes 
however it may ſatisfy my own mind, beeauſe we 
can on this queſtion refer to experience. I {ce every 
Gentleman anticipates that I allude to Scotland. 
What has been the reſult of the Union there? 
A Union, give me leave to ſay, as much oppo- 
ſed, and by muck the fame arguments, prejudi- 
ces, and miſconceptions, as are urged, at this 
moment, creating too the fame alarms, and pro- 
voking the fame outrages, as have lately taken 
place in Dublin, Look ir the” metropolis) of 
a | Scotland: 
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Scotland: the population of-Edinburgh has been | 
more than doubled ſince: the Union, and a new 
city added to the old. But we may be told, that 

Edinburgh has engroſſed all the commerce of that 

country, and has thoſe advantages which Dublin 
cannot expect. Let while Edinburgh, deprived 

of its Parliament, but retaining, as Dublin would 
_ retain, its Courts of Juſtice; continuing, as 
Dublin would continue, the reſort of thoſe whoſe | 
circumſtances would not permit them to- viſit a 
diſtant metropolis ; continuing, as Dublin would 
continue, the ſeat of national education, while 
| Edinburgh has baffled all the predictions of that 

4 period, what has been the ſituation of Glaſgow ? 
7 he population of Glaſgow, ſince the Union, has 

increaſed in the proportion of between five and 
ſix to one: look at its progreſs in manufactures; Ny 
look at its general advantages, and tell me what 
ground there is, judging by experience in aid of 

theory, for thoſe gloomy apprehenſions which 
have been ſo induſtriouſly excited. | | 


There remains, Sir, another general line of 
argument, which I have already anticipated, and 
1 hope anſwered, that the commercial privileges 

Late | now 
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no enjoyed by Ireland, and to Which it owes ſo 
much of its proſperity, would be ſeſs ſecure than 


at preſent. I have given an anſwer to that already, 
by ſtaring that they are falſely imputed to the in- 
dependendeof the Tride Parliament, for that they art 


in fact owing to the exerciſe of the voluntary dif- 


ctetion of the Britiſh Parliament, unbound by 


compact, prompted only by its natural diſpoſition 
to conſider the intereſts of Ireland the ſame as its 
own; and if that has been done while Ireland js 
only united to us in the imperfect and precarious 
manner in which it is, while it has a ſeparate Par- 


liament, notwithſtanding the commercial jealouſies 


of our own manufactures ; if under theſe circum- 
ſtances we have done fo, if we have done ſo with 


no other connection than that which now ſubſiſts, 


and while Ireland has no ſhare in our repreſenta- 
tion; what freſh ground can there be for appre- 


henſion, when ſhe will have her proportionate 


weight in the Legiſlature, and will be united with 


us as cloſely as Lancaſhire or Yorkſhire, or any 
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; Sir; [ have ſeen it under the ſame authority to 
which I am ſorry fo often to advert, that the 
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i Trade would be injored,: and dbat there 
Will be no ſecurity for its retaining. its preſent 
advantages. I have already ſtated to you (and with 
that very authority in my favour) that thoſe ad- 
vantages are at preſent precarious, and that their 
: ſecurity can only ariſe from Compact with Great 
Britain. Such a Compact, this Meaſure would 
eſtabliſh in the moſt ſolemn manner; but be · 
ſides this, Sir, the natural policy of this Coun- 
try, not merely its experienced liberality, but th 
identity of Intereſts after a Union; would Shes, 
SHOT. worth a i chouſand . ; 
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. che 3 area 1 . of objeQion. 
is that upon which great pains have been taken 
to raiſe an alarm in Ireland the idea that the: 
main principle of the Meaſure was to ſubject. 
Ireland to a load of Debt and an increaſe, of 
' Taxes, and to expoſe. her to the conſequences; of 
al our r alleged difficulties ay pete e 
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sir, 1 hope the 2eal, the w 1 550 liberak 
and enlarged policy, of this Country, has given 
ample proof that it is. not from a pecupiary 


motive that we ſeck. an Union. If it is not 
V . Eee 
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dbeſirable on the grounds I have ſtated, it cannot 


be recommended for the mere purpoſe of Tax - 
ation; but to quiet any jealouſy on this ſubject, 
here again let us look to Scotland: is there 


any inſtance where, with 45 Members on 
her part and 313 on ours, that part of 
the United Kingdom has paid more than its 
proportion to the general burdens Is it 
then, Sir, any ground of apprehenſion, that we 


are likely to tax Ireland more heavily when ſhe! 
becomes aſſociated with ourſelves? — To tax in 


its due proportion the whole of the Empire, to 


the utter excluſion of the idea of the predomi- 


nance of one part of ſociety over another, is the 
great characteriſtic of Britiſh Finance, as n 
of Laws is of the Britiſh Conſtitution. 


1 But, Sir, in addition to this, if we come to the 
details of this propoſition, it is in our power to 
fix, for any number of years which ſhall be 
thought fit, the proportion by which the Contri- 
bution of Ireland, to the expences of the State, 


ſhall be regulated ; that theſe proportions ſhall not 
be ſuch as would make a contribution greater than 
the neceſſary amount of its own preſent. neceſſary” 
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expenees as 4 ſeparate Kingdom ; and, even after 
that limited period, the proportion of the whole 
contribution, from time to time, might be made 
to depend on the compatative produce, in each 
Kingdom, of ſuch general taxes as might be 
chought to afford the beſt criterion of their re- 
ſpective wealth. Or, what 1 fhould hope would 
be found ptactieable, the ſyſtem of internal tax- 
ation in each country might gradually be ſo equal- 


ized and aſſimilated, on the leading articles, as 


to make all rules of ſpecific proportion unneceſ- 
| ſary, and to ſecure, that Ireland ſhall never be 
taxed but i in Wa as we tax were 


The application of thels ities) wo 

will form matter of future diſcuſſion; I mention 
them only as ſtrotigly ſhewing, from the miſrepre- 
ſentation which has taken place on this part of 
the ſubjeft, how incumbent it is upon the Houſe 
to receive theſe propoſitions, and to adopt, after 
due deliberation, ſuch reſolutions as may record 
to Ireland the terms upon whieh we are ready to 
meet her. And, in the mean time; let us wait, 
not without impatience, but without diſſutisfaktion, 
for that moment, when the effect of reaſon and 

_ diſcuſſion 
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diſcuſſion may reconcile the minds of men, in that h 
Kingdom, to a Meaſure which I am fure will be Y 
found as neceſlary for their peace and happineſs, 9 
as it will be conducive to the general ſecurity 4 7 
and OE of the Britiſh e e if 
Sir, it remains | the" me why to 170 theſs IE .-- 


| lutions before the Houſe, wiſhing that the more "Oo 
detailed diſcuſſion of them may be reſerved to a 
future day. 


* RESOLUTIONS. 


"FIRST. e ; 
That in order to promote and ſecure the eſſential Interets 
of Great Britain and Ireland, and to conſolidate the 
Strength, Power, and Reſources of the Britiſh Empire, 
It will be adviſeable to concur in ſuch meaſures as may beſt 
tend to unite the two Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ire- 
land into one Kingdom, in ſuch manner, and on ſuch Terms 
and Conditions as may be eſtabliſhed by Acts of the reſpec- 
tive Parliaments of His Majeſty's ſaid Kingdoms, 


- SECOND, 


That it appears to this Committee that it would be fit to 
propoſe as the firſt Article to ſerve as a Baſis of the ſaid 
Union, that the ſaid Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ire- 
land ſhall, upon a day to be agreed upon, be united into one 
| dom, by the name of the UNITED KIR non or 

Star BRITAIN AND ann 


"THIRD, 


o_ T4) 22 8 
nne 


That for the ſame purpoſe it appears alſo to this Committee, 
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That: for the ſame putpoſe it appears allo to this en 
that it would be fit to propole that the Succeſſion to the, 
"Monarchy and the Imperial Crown of the Tail” United 
Kingdoms, ſhall continue limited and ſettled, in the ſame 
manner as the Imperial Crown of the ſaid Kingdoms of 
Great Britain and Trefand now, fands limited and ſettled, 
according to the exiſting Laws, and to we Terms 4 the 
Ne between England and Scotland. 


— 
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That f for the fame, purpoſe it appears alſo to this b | 


that it would be fit to propoſe that the ſaid United King- 
dom be repreſented in one and the ſame Parliament, to be 
ſtiled the Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, and that ſuch a number of Lords Spi- 
ritual and Temporal, and ſuch a number of Members of the 
Houſe of Commons as ſhall be hereafter agreed upon by 
Acts of the reſpective Parliaments as aforeſaid, ſhall fit and 
vote in the ſaid Parliament on the part of Ireland, and ſhall 
be ſummoned, choſen and returned, in ſuch manner as ſhall. 
be fixed by an Act of the Parliament of Ireland previous to 
the ſaid Union; and that every Member hereafter to fit 
and vote in the ſaid Parliament of the United Kingdom 
hall, until the ſaid Parliament ſhall otherwiſe provide, take 
and ſabſcribe the ſame Oaths, and make the ſame Declara- 
tions as are by Law required to be taken, ſubſcribed and 
made by the Members of he Parliaments a Great Britain 
and Ireland. 


FIFTH. 


"T 


that it would be fit to propoſe that the Churches of 
'England and lreland, and the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſci- 


pline, and Government thereof, ſhall be preſerved : as now 
by LY . | 


SIXTH» 


{a 1] 
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1603-000: 03 zn „Sr. wa adit et ee FM 
That for the „ it appears allo. t0:this, Committee, 
chat it would bent to propoſe chat His Majeſty's: Subjects 
in Ireland ſhall at all times hereafter be entitled to the 
ſame privileges, and be on the ſame footing in reſpect of 
Trade and Navigation, i in all Ports and Places belonging to 
4 Great Britain, and in all caſes with reſpect to which Trea- 
ties ſhall be made by His Majeſty, his Heirs or. Succeſſors, 
40 Vith any Foreign Power, as His Majeſty's SpbjeQs. in Great 
Britain; that no Duty ſhall be impoſed on the Import, or 
ren between Great Britain and Ireland of any Articles 
now y Duty free; and that on other Articles there ſhall; be 
3 eſtabliſhed, for a time to be limited, ſuch a moderate rate 
of equal Duties as ſhall, previous to the Union, be agreed 
upon and approved by the reſpective Parliaments, ſubject, 
after the expiration of ſuch limited time, to be diminiſhed 
equally with reſpe& to both Kingdoms, but in no caſe to 
4 be encreaſed; that all Articles Which may at any time here- 
5 after be imported into Great Britain from Foreign Parts. 


ſhall be importable through either Kingdom inta the 


other, ſubject to the like Duties and Regulations as if the 
0 fame were imported directly from Foreign Parts that 
Where any Articles, the growth, produce, or manufacture 
of either Kingdom, are ſubject to any internal Duty in 
one Kingdom, ſuch countervailing Duties (over and above 
any Duties on import to be fixed as aforeſaid) ſhall be 
impoſed as ſhall be neceſſary to prevent any inequality in 
that reſpect; and that all other matters of Trade and 
Commerce other than the foregoing, and than ſuch others 
25 may before the Union. be ſpecially agreed upon for the 
due encouragement of the Agriculture and Manufactures 


of the reſpective Kingdoms, ſhall remain to be regulated 


from time 19 time 1 the enn, ns v7 14 T 
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SEVENTH. 


That for the like purpoſt it would be fit to XY that 


.© the charge ariſing from the payment of the Intereſt or Sink- 


ing Fund for the reduBtion of the Principat of the Debt 


incurred in either Kingdom before the Union, ſhall con- 


tinue to be ſeparately defrayed by Great Britain and Ire- 
land reſpectively. That for a number of Years to be 
" Kmited, the futore ordinary expences of the UniTeD 
' "Krnonun, i in Peace or War, ſhall be defrayed by Great 
Britain and Ireland jointly, according to fuch proportions 


as ſhall be eftabliſhed by the reſpective Parliaments pre- 


- vious to the Union; and that after the expiration of the 
time to be ſo limited, the proportion ſhall not be liable 
to be varied, except according to ſuch rates and prin- 


ciples as ſhall be in like manner I TO e 


ae enn 


EIGHTH.” 


That for the like purpoſe it would be fit to propels, that 
- all Laws in force at the time of the Union, and that all | 
the Courts of Civil or Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction within the 


reſpective Kingdoms, fall remain as now by Law eſta- 


| bliſhed within the ſame, ſubject only to ſuch alterations or 
regulations from time to time as circumſtances may ap- 


„ to the Parliament of the Unie Kix oon do 


| Tho: he 3 biete be laid bete His 


-' Majeſty with an humble Appz ess, aſſuring His Majeſty 
that we have-proceeded with the utmoſt attention to the 
' conſideration of the important objects recommended wm 
"py Ry Hrn, 8 


That we entertain a arm bras that a cor LET E AND 


IX T IX Union between Great Britain and Ireland, 
ſounded on equal and liberal Principles, on the ſimilarity 


! 


of Laws, 8 and Government, and on à ſenſe of 
mutual Intereſts and Affections, by promoting the Security, 
Wealth, and Commerce of the reſpective Kingdoms, ang 
by allaying the diſtractions which have unhappily prevailed 
in Ireland, muſt afford freſn means of oppoſing at all times 
an effectual reſiſtance to the deſtructive Projects of our 
e and Domeſtic Enemies, and muſt tend to confirm - $44 
and augment the e e and Reſaurges of the | 4 
n 
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Impreſſed with theſe 9 we feel it our ** "WAY 
| bly to lay before His Majeſty ſuch Propoſitions as appear to 
us beſt calculated to form the Baſis of ſuch a ſettlement, 
leaving it to His Majeſty's wiſdom, at ſuch time and in 
- ſuch manner as His Majeſty, in his Parental Solicitude for | 
\ the happineſs of his People, ſhall judge fit, to communicate 
| theſe Propoſitions to His Parliament of Ireland, with whom 
we ſhall be at all times ready to concur in all ſuch Meaſures 
as may be found moſt conducive to the accompliſhment of 
this great and ſalutary Work. And we truſt that, after 
full and mature conſideration, ſach a Settlement may be 
| framed and eſtabliſhed, by the deliberate Conſent of the 
_ Parliaments of both Kingdoms, as may be conformable. 
to the Sentiments, Wiſhes, and real Intereſts of His 
"Majeſty's faithful Subjects of Great Britain and Ireland, 
and may unite them infeparably in the full enjoyment of 
the bleſſings of our free and inyaluable Conſtitution, in 
the ſupport of the Honour and Dignity of His Majeſty's 
© Crown, and in the preſervation and advancement of thy | 


- Welfare and Proſperity. of the whole Britzſh Empire, 
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| the following Meſſage was preſented in the Houſe 
of Commons by "Mr. For, Sterttary of State, 
e 9h of . 1183. e 


Ganser k. 50 OTF 


His Majeſty ng concerned to find — 5 diſ- 
contents and jealouſies are prevailing among his 
| loyal. Subjects in Ireland, upon matters of great 
weight and importance, earneſtly recommends to 
this Houſe, to take the fimeinto their moſt ſerious 
conſideration, in order to ſuch a Final Aa- 
ment as may give mutual fatixfaftion to both 
Kingdoms, 5 
Wy "GR 


f Ma, 


Ew I 
Woe 21 5 ; If Mo, 1782, | 


MI, Secretary Fox. md to the Houſe, by | 


His Majeſty's command, 


Copy of the Meſſage to the Houſes een 
and Commons in Ireland, from His Grace the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, Ivy ths: DO 
April, 1782: And alſo, 


Copy of a Reſolution of the Houſe of Lords in 


Ireland, ee 17 die Aprili 1782: And 
alſo, 


Copy of a Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons 
in Ireland, Martis, 16* die Aprilis, 1782. 


And the Titles of the faid e were n 
The ſaid Copir are as followeth; via. ; Viz, 


Ok n Meſſage to the chad n 


Common in Ireland, from His Grace the Lord 


l n delivered the 16th April, 1782. 
3 els 15 

I have Sik a lan His + Matty, to 

inform this Houſe, that His Majeſty being con- 

Me. cerned 
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cerned to find that diſcontents and jealouſies 
are prevailing among bis loyal Subjects of this 
Country, upon matters of great weight” and im- 
portance, His Majeſty recommends to this Houſe 
to take the ſame into theit moſt ſerious conſide- 
ration, in order to ſuch a. Final: Adjuſtment as 
may give mutual ſatisfaction to his n of 
Great Britain and Ireland. d geri Gig 
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Cepy of a Reſolution” of the Houſe of Lords in 

OY Treland, b je 17 die wal I 17s $2. 
wa By the Lords . and Tem- 
poral in Parliament aſſembled Nemine diſſentiente, 
That an humble Addreſs be preſented to His Ma- 
jeſty, to return him our thanks for the moſt gra- 
cious Meſſage ſent to this Houſe by His Majeſty's 
command, through the medium of His Grace 
the Lord Lieutenant, and to aſſure him of our 
moſt unſhaken loyalty and attachment to His 
* Majeſty's perſon and government, and of the 
lively ſenſe we entertain of his paternal care of 
his N 88 of nn in thus inquiring into the 
Fs | RA > nes 


t 8 1 


| diſtontents: 42 jealouſſes chat fublilt amongſt 
them, in order to ſuch Final Adjuſtment as may 


give mutual ener to * FN of Great 
pee er e e d "v1 


- 
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1 nas u thus e by His 16500 1 
0 we ſhall beg leave, with all duty and affec- 


tion, to lay before His Majeſty the * of fuck 
derer and e W 


To en to His Majeſty, That his ſubjedts 


of Ireland are entitled to a free conſtitution; 


that the Imperial Crown of Ireland is inſeparably 


e Crown of Great Britain, on which 
Connection the happineſs of both nations eſſential- 


ly depends; but that the Kingdom of Ireland is a 
diſtinct dominion, having a Parliament of her own, 
the ſole Legiſlature thereof. 


That there is no power whatſoever competent to 
make laws to bind this nation, except the King, 
Lords, and Commons, of Ireland; upon which 


excluſive Right of Legiſlation we conſider the very 


eſſence of our liberties to depend, a Right which 
we claim as the „ of the People of Ire- 
land, 
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land, a e e in every Gn 
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To . to His be bn ee date 
ſeen with concern certain claims, both of legiſla- 
ture and judicature, aſſerted by the Parliament 
of Great Britain, in an Act paſſed in Great Britain 
in the ſixth year of George the Firſt, intituled 
e An Act for che better ſecuring the Depen- 


ee dency of Ireland 8 the Crown of _ 


cc Britain: 1 ib r 07 ine 
That we conceive the ſaid Act, and the powers 
thereby claimed, to be the great and principal 
cauſes of the RO and ones that ſub- 
ſiſt in * e 


To aſſure His Majeſty, That this Houfe con- 
ſiders it as a matter of conſtitutional right and 
protection, that all Bills which become Law ſhould 
receive the approbation of His Majeſty, under the 
Seal of Great Britain; but we conſider the prac- = 
tice of ſuppreſſing our Bills in the Council of 


Ireland, or altering them ey * to vo a mat- 


ter which calls for redreſs : 


— 
% 
be 
1 5 | 


1 97 } 

Jo repreſent to His Majeſty, That an Act in- 
cituled An Act for the better Accommodation 
of His Majeſty's Forces,” being unlimited in 

duration, but which, from the particular circum- 
ſtances of the times, paſſed into a law, has been 
the cauſe of much jealouſy and diſcontent in this 


* 


nt. 
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T ny we "ou ey it our duty to 17 "y 


oy His Majeſty theſe, the principal cauſes of the 


liſcontents and OY inet in this King- 
dom: * 


That we have the greateſt reliance on His 


Majeſty's wiſdom, the moſt ſanguine expectations 


from his virtuous choice of a Chief Governor, and | 
the greateſt confidence in the wiſe and conſtiru- | 


tional Council His AF has en 


i. we have, moreover, a high ſenſe 44 
veneration for the Britin Character, and do 


therefore conceive, that the proceedings of this 


countty, founded as they are in right, and ſup- 
ported by conſtitutional liberty, muſt have excited 


the approbation and eſteem of the Britiſt naten! 
| That 
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That we are che more confirmed in this hope, 


inaſmuch as the people of this Kingdom have 
never expreſſed a deſire to ſhare the freedom of 
Great Britain, without at the ſame time declaring 
their determination to ſhare * woo WT 


ing with the Britiſn nation. 2 an 
Wm. Watts ular * 
Esdo. Gayer — \Parliament, 
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in Treland, Martis, 16*® die wt 1783. 
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- Res0L ved, That an humble Addreſs, be pre- 

ſented to His Majeſty, _ to return His Majeſty 
the. thanks of this Houſe. for his moſt, gracious 
meſſage to this Houſe, ſignified by his Grace the 
Lord Lieutenant. To aſſure His Majeſty-of our 


unſhaken attachment to His Majeſty's Perſon and 


Government, and of our lively ſenſe of his Pa- 


ternal Care, in thus taking the lead to adminiſter 


content to His Majeſty's ſujects of Ireland; that 


thus encouraged by his royal interpoſition, we 
ſhall beg leave, with all duty and affection, to 


* before His Majeſty the cauſes, of our diſcans. 
tents. 


Ws 
tents and jealouſics :  To/affure His Majeſtys that 
his ſubjeRts of Ireland are: a ſree People; that tha 
Crown of Ireland is an Imperial Crown] inſepa- 


rably annexed to the Crown of Great Britain, |» 


both Natians eſſentially depend; but that the 


kingdom of Ireland js a diſtin Kingdom, with 
2 Parliament of her own, the ſole Legiſſature 
theregf; that there is no body of men competent 
to make Laws to bind this nation, except the 


ether Parliament which. hath any authority or 


power of any ſort whatſoever in this country, fave | 
only the Parliament of Ireland: To aſſure His 


Majeſty, that we humbly conceive, that in this 
Right the very Eſſence of our Libepties, exiſt; a 


Right which we, on the part gf all the People of 


Ireland, do claim as their hirth-right, and which 
we cannot yield but vith our lives: To aſſure 


dein Claims advance by che. Parliament of Great 


Britain, in an act, intituled, An Act for the 


better ſecuring the Dependency of Ireland 
an act containing matter entirely irreconcileable 
to the fundamental Rights of this Nation that 


* 
(13415 N 1 We 


— — 
—— id een oye i cage 
1 ' : _ 


- 
eee hs 
— 
» TS 


humble expectation of redreſts; chat we have thi 


o 

wee nlider this act, and che elalms it advanees, 

to be the great and prineiple cauſe of the diſcon- 
neh jealouſſes in this Kingdom: To aſſure 
Ef Myjelty; that His Majeſty's Commom of 
Ireland do moſt ſincerely wiſh, AE Blk. which 
become Law in Ireland ſhould receive the appro- 
bation of His Majeſty, under the Sel of Great 
Britain; but that yet we do conſider the Praclioe 
of ſoppreſſing our Bills in the Cotlhdil of Ireland, 
or altering the ſame any where, to be änsther 
juſt cauſe of diſcontent and jealbuſy: To aſſure 
_ His Majeſty, that an Act, intituled, „ An Act 
« for the better Accommodation of His Majeſty's 
ce Forces, being unlimitted in duration, and 
defective in other inſtances (but paſſed in 
that Thape from the Partieulir circumſtancts of 
che timed) is another juſt enüſe of dlfcontefit and 
jealouſy in this Kingdom: Tliat we have füb- 
mitted theſe, the principal cauſes of the preſent 
diſcontent and jealouſy in Ireland, aid remain in 


greateſt reliance on IIS NMajtſty's wiſdom, tie 
moſt ſanguine ekpectations ſrom "His virrhous 
| eie of a Chief Governor, and: great confidence 
in the wiſe; ay and conſtitutional cdtintils 
. Eo: which 


1 * 1 

which we ſee with ſatis faction His Majeſty hs 
adopted; chat we have moreover a high ſenſe and 
veneration for the Britiſh character, and do there - 
fore conceive, that the proceedings of this coun- 
try, founded as they are in right, and tempered 
5 e. muſt have excited the approbation and 
eſteem, inſtead of wounding the pride, of the 
Britiſh Nation; and we beg leave to aſſure His 
Majeſty, that we are the more confirmed in this 
hope, in as much as the people of this Kingdom 
have never expreſſed a deſire to ſhare the free- 
dom of England, without declaring a determina- 
tion to ſhare her fate likewiſe, ſtanding and fall- 
ing with the Britiſh nation. 


Tuo. ELLis, Cler. Parl. Dom. Com. 


- OrDBERED, That the ſaid Copies do lie upon 
the Table, to be oppo oy the Members of he 
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17th May, 1782. 
57 - RxsoLvep, That this Houſe will, immediately, 


reſolve. itſelf into a Committee of the who'e 
N2 . Houſe, 


f 


Houſe, to take into conſideration His Majeſty's. 
moſt gracious Meſſage, of the gth Day of April. 
en State of Ireland. ir Win 

nun bid 10 EDG c nds e,οꝓον⁹ν , 


5 ee the ſeveral Ran tete 


were preſented to the Houle, by Mr. Secretary 
Fox, upon the 1ſt Day of this za beer be 


ele the aid. Committee. og ants 
29 bonn „ to ** A e | 
Then wy tous ret irfedf-imo- the = 
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8 Chair of the ane 


are Spraer refed he Can s „ Nan 


» L * 4 

: * * 5 Y $ 2 . i = 8 

os ak ths 2 7 44 LET 
#4 38 LW 6a * 3 4 3 J & * 


Mr. Powys DR” Sik "a me 
That they had come to ſeveral Reſolutions; 
which they had directed him to report, when 


the Houſe will pleaſe to e the lame. | 


& 


 Onprnry, T hat the Report be now re- 
ceived. 
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Mr. Powys accorditgly reported, from che "P 


mittee had directed him to report to the-Houſe, 


which he read in his place, and afterwards de- 


livered-in at the Clerk's table; where the tune 
were read; We as follows: via. cn 5 


oy 


» 9 o * © . 
© : a Y 4 o f - 4 — * 4 we. ® * 
1 i F We. * U * * vv uy 4 4 'S oo} . * 9 7 4 a... F 9 95 4 Fog " 
'& 4 1 IV; & SS ron 1 44 # 1 f 18 5 11 $2: T2 


— 


Abe e is the * Dede of this 
Committee, That an Act, made in the fixth 
year of the reign of his late Majeſty King George 
the Firſt, intituled, “ An Act for the better 


«ſecuring the Dependency of the Kingdom of 


Ireland upon the Crown oP "ROY TION 
they Py * th e 
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A That i It is Sa this Com- 
mittee, That it is indiſpenſible to the intereſts 
and happineſs of both Kingdoms, that the Con- 
nection between them ſhould be eſtabliſhed, by 


nnn upon a ſolid and ee 


Phe 40 Dubin being Grady ent 2 


ſecond time, were, upon the Queſtion ſeverally 


put thereupon, agreed to by the Houſe, Nemini 
Contradicenti. 


| OrDereD, 


* - ä — ee er — — — 


th L 942]. 
|  -OnHun&v, That leave be given to bting in a 
Bill far repeating an Act made in the firch year of 


che reign-of tis li Majeſty, King Gearge be. 


Fixſt, intituled . An AR for the better ſecuring 

| «, che Dependency of the Kingdom of Ireland 
« upon the Crown of Great Britain” and that 
Mr. Secretary Fox, Mr. Thomas Pitt, Mr. Powys, 
and Lord John n. e Ss 
* W , £58 | 


Br” ON ai Thar an i „ Addrefsbe pre- 
ſeated 40 His Majeſty, That His Majeſty will be | 
graciouſly pleaſed to take fuch meaſures as His 
Majeſty in His Royal Wiſdom Mall think moſt. 
conducive to the eſtabliſhing, by mutual conſent, 

| Kingdom af Ireland upon a ſolid and permanent 


OabExxb, That the ſaid Addreſs be preſented 
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